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Alfonso-Luis Calvo Caravaca
Alfonso-Luis Calvo Caravaca studied law at the University of Murcia (LLM, 
Extraordinary Award, 1976) and at the University of Bologna (PhD, Vittorio 
Emanuele II Award, 1978). Since 1992 he is Professor of Private International 
Law at the University Carlos III of Madrid. Formerly Professor of Private 
International law at the University Autónoma of Madrid and at the University 
of Murcia. Visiting professor at UNESP in São Paulo (1993), at ITAM in 
Mexico, D.F. (2001), at the School of Law of the University of Bologna (2012). 
Co-director since 2009 of Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional (CDT), 
published by the University Carlos III in Madrid. As from 2005, Permanent 
Member of the General Codification Commission (Civil section) at the 
Spanish Ministry of Justice. From 1988, member of Hamburger Freunde des 
Max Planck Institut für ausländisches und internationales Privatrecht. From 
2012, Fellow of the European Law Institute. From 2015, titular Member of the 
International Academy of Comparative Law (IACL). Author, co-author, editor 
or co-editor of about 347 publications in the fields of Private International 
Law, EU Antitrust Law, International Commercial Law, among which, in 
particular, Derecho Internacional Privado, vol. I (with J. Carrascosa González) 
and Derecho Internacional Privado, vol. II (with al.), published in Granada, 
Editorial Comares, now at their 17th edition (2017); Litigación internacional 
en la Unión Europea I & Litigación internacional en la Unión Europea II, both 
with J. Carrascosa González and Celia Caamiña Domínguez, published in 
Cizur Menor, Thomson Reuters Aranzadi, 2017. 

Abayomi Okubote Kingston 
Abayomi is a scholar of the International Bar Association and a graduate 
of Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ogun State, Nigeria. Having been called 
to the Nigerian Bar, Abayomi has garnered about 10 years experience in 
dispute resolution and has advised the Nigerian Government on several 
market defining projects in Nigeria. Abayomi had his LLM in International 
Commercial Law from the University College London, United Kingdom 
and is currently a PhD Student at the Faculty of Law, Queen’s University, 
Ontario, Canada. His current research is on the assessment of third party 
funding in International Commercial and Investment Arbitration. Abayomi is 
an associate of the Government Business and Dispute Resolution Practice 
of Olaniwun Ajayi LP (a tier-1 commercial law firm in Nigeria) and has 
completed work placement at Baker & McKenzie LLP (London office) and 
4-5 Gray’s Inn, London, United Kingdom. He has experience in all forms 
of dispute resolution, particularly international commercial arbitration, 
as well as commercial and criminal litigation. Abayomi is a member of 
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK), Arbitration Committee of the 
International Bar Association, Young International Arbitration Group of the 
LCIA and a neutral on the panel of neutrals in the Abuja Multi-Door Court 
House, Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria. He is the President of the 
Association of Young Arbitrators (AYA) and has attended courses at the 
Harvard Negotiation Institute (Boston, United States) and the International 
Court of Arbitration in Paris.
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Alvaro Galindo 
Alvaro Galindo advises on international arbitration, particularly in Latin 
American jurisdictions. His practice focuses on the representation of 
sovereign states and state owned entities. Mr. Galindo has been recognized 
by The Legal 500 Latin America since 2012 and was noted as “outstandingly 
intelligent” for his international arbitration practice. He is an Adjunct 
Professor in International Arbitration at Georgetown University Law Center 
and American University Washington College of Law. Mr. Galindo held a 
position as Director of the International Arbitration Unit at the Attorney 
General’s Office of Ecuador where he represented the State in more than 
20 international arbitration cases. Prior to that position, he acted as legal 
consultant at ICSID. Mr. Galindo represented Ecuador in the UNASUR 
Working Group on Dispute Settlement (creation of an ISDS mechanism), at 
the UNICTRAL Working Group on Arbitration (Arbitration and Transparency 
Rules) and at the UNCTAD. He is Member of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration (PCA) at The Hague and Member of the International Court of 
Arbitration of the ICC. Mr. Galindo is admitted in Ecuador and is a Member 
of the District of Columbia Bar as Special Legal Consultant. 

Aliz Káposznyák 
Aliz Káposznyák is a PhD candidate at the Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) 
in Budapest (Hungary). She currently holds the position of research fellow 
at the chair of her supervisor Professor István Varga. In her research, Aliz 
focuses on investor-State dispute settlement mechanisms, with special 
regard to recognition and enforcement issues. She was a visiting researcher 
at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg for International, European and 
Regulatory Procedural Law. Aliz participated in the codification work of the 
new Hungarian Code of Civil Procedure between 2014 and 2016 and is one 
of the co-authors of the leading commentary on the new Code. Since 2014 
she has been working as an associate at KNP LAW Nagy Koppany Varga and 
Partners Law Firm in Budapest. Aliz received her JD from ELTE Law School 
and her LLM in International Dispute Settlement from the Europa-Institut in 
Saarbrücken (Germany). 
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Ana Armesto 
Collaborative Lawyer, Mediator, Arbitrator President of FEDECOB-
Federación de Derecho y Práctica Colaborativa (Spanish Collaborative Law 
Federation) and coach, Ana Armesto is a lawyer specialized in commercial, 
M&A, international investment, joint ventures, project management and 
Corporate Governance matters for more than 30 years. She has developed 
his professional career as Partner in Arthur Andersen (now Deloitte) and 
Garrigues Abogados. Ana has over 20 years of experience in mediation, 
negotiation and facilitatio n, and as a trainer in these matters. Ana has 
significant experience Arbitrator in corporate, commercial, financial and 
construction matters for more than two decades. ICC Advanced PIDA 
training on International Commercial Arbitration. Founder member of the 
C EA, she is also member of its Mediation Commission, and member of 
the Dispute Resolution Board Foundation (DRBF) as well. As practitioner 
of Collaborative Law and especially committed to its development, Ana 
belongs to the Association of Collaborative Law of Euskadi (ADCE) and she 
has been member of the Standards Committee of the International Academy 
of Collaborative Professionals (IACP). Nowadays, Ana is the President 
of FEDECOB and is also “Certified executive coach” awarded by the 
“International Coach Federation” and “Certified Team Coach”. Member of 
the board of directors of different entities, Ana is a Certified Director by ICA, 
the Spanish organization of directors, having been member of their Board 
of Director. Ana usually participates as a professional (arbitrator, mediator 
and judge) in different MOOT s and international competitions and in the 
ICC International Commercial Mediation Competition. Regular speaker at 
seminars, conferences and congress, Ana is a professor in different university 
masters, and trainer in negotiation skills, conflict management, ADR´s, 
mediation, Collaborative Law, and complianc e. 

Álvaro López de Argumedo 
Álvaro López de Argumedo joined Uría Menéndez in 1992 and has been a 
partner since 2003. He is the coordinator of the Firm’s Litigation and Arbitration 
Department. He focuses his practice on domestic and international arbitration, 
international civil litigation and mediation. He has considerable experience in 
the recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards, 
as well as in interim measures in judicial and arbitration proceedings. He has 
taken part in over 50 international and domestic arbitration proceedings 
before the main arbitral institutions (ICC, LCIA and CAM among others), 
particularly in matters relating to construction, energy distribution and M&A, 
as well as in judicial proceedings regarding those sectors. He is a member 
of both the Governing Board and the Mediation Commission of the Club 
Español del Arbitraje (CEA), Officer of the IBA’s Arbitration Committee (and 
President of its Soft Law Commission) and member of the UIA’s International 
Arbitration Committee. Representation of two Spanish and Argentinian joint 
ventures in the energy and construction sectors, in an ICC international 
arbitration relating to the expansion of a gas plant in Argentina (EUR 400M) · 
Representation of a foreign royal family in a claim to recover their properties 
in Spain (EUR 233M) · Representation in several international arbitrations 
of a power company in its claim for a substantial amount of gas and the 
corresponding damages (EUR 200M) · Representation of a bank in a class 
action arising in relation to swap contracts (EUR 150M) · Representation of 
a Spanish company in a request for interim measures in an ICC arbitration 
against a sovereign fund of the Republic of Uzbekistan (EUR 34M).
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Anastasia Medvedskaya 
International Arbitration Intern at Debevoise & Plimpton London qualified 
for the Paris Bar. Anastasia Medvedskaya qualified for the Paris Bar in 
November 2017. She specializes in international arbitration and holds a 
Master Degree in International Business Law at the University of Nanterre 
and a Master Degree in Litigation Arbitration and ADR at the University 
Paris II Panthéon-Assas. She also participated in the Postgraduate Course of 
International Economic law in Africa and in the Directed Studies Program of 
Public International Law Summer Course at The Hague Academy. Anastasia 
has undertaken traineeships for the Paris Bar qualification at Derains 
& Gharavi, Reed Smith, Dechert and Quinn Emanuel. She is currently 
undertaking an internship at Debevoise & Plimpton in London. Anastasia 
is fluent in Russian, English, French, Czech and has basic knowledge of 
Spanish. 

Ana Mercedes López Rodríguez 
Co-director of this Seville Conference. 
Ana Mercedes López Rodríguez is a tenured professor of Private 
International Law, Comparative Law and Arbitration at the University Loyola 
Andalucía. She holds a law degree from the University of Seville and a PhD 
in law from the University of Aarhus (Denmark). Ana has had a number of 
academic positions at the University of Aarhus, University of Seville and 
University Loyola Andalucía. She was EC Socrates Intensive Programme 
visiting professor at LUISS –Libera Università Internazionale degli Studi 
Sociali (Rome)– and Université François-Rabelais, (Tours). In addition, she 
has been visiting scholar at the University Loyola Chicago School of Law. 
She holds a tenured position as senior legal manager of the Andalusian 
regional administration (currently on leave). Her research and teaching 
interests are in international commercial and investment arbitration, private 
international law, international sales, comparative law and EU law. She has 
published widely, including the Brooklyn Journal of International Law, the 
Journal of International Arbitration and the Nordic Journal of International 
Law. For several years Ana coached the Vis International Commercial 
Arbitration Moot team from the University of Aarhus. She coordinates the 
ADR curriculum at the University Loyola Andalucía Full-time Master in Law 
programmes. 
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Ángel Mª Ballesteros Barros 
Ángel Mª Ballesteros is a Professor at Cadiz University (Spain) where he 
teaches Private International Law as well as International Trade Law. He has 
worked as a lawyer in different international law firms, with expertise in areas 
such as Civil Procedural Law, Conflict of Laws and Insolvency Law. He has 
participated as expert in Working Group V (Insolvency Regime) of UNCITRAL 
and in the ongoing “Judgments Project” run by The Hague Conference on 
Private International Law (HCCH). He has also acted as consultant to the 
European Commission and to the Council of Europe.

Andrés Rodriguez Benot
Andrés Rodríguez Benot (Sevilla, 1965). Degree in Law (University of Sevilla, 
1988) and PhD in Law (University of Sevilla, 1992) with extraordinary award. 
European Community Law Diploma (University of Sevilla, 1988). Private 
International Law Full Professor (University Pablo de Olavide) · Author of more 
than 150 scientific contributions in several fields: International Procedure Law, 
International Business Law, European Private International Law, International 
Family Law, International Successions Law or Comparative Law · Member 
of the editorial board of several legal reviews and legal publishing houses 
based on Spain and abroad · Member, among others, of the International 
Academy of Comparative Law, the International Society of Family Law, the 
Mexican Academy of Comparative and Private International Law, the American 
Association of Private International Law and the Royal Academy for Legislation 
and Jurisprudence (Seville) · Spain’s Representative to the Civil Law Committee 
of the EU Council, Private International Law Advisor for the European 
Commission, Private International Law Advisor for the Spanish Ministry of 
Justice · Research stays, among others, in the University Paris I (Panthéon-
Sorbonne), the Max-Planck Institute of International and Comparative Law 
(Hamburg), the Swiss Institute of Comparative Law (Lausanne), the Institute of 
European and Comparative Law (Oxford University) and the Institute of Legal 
Advanced Studies (London University) · Lecturer at The Hague Academy of 
International Law (August 2017) · Vice-Provost for International and Institutional 
Relations (2003-2007), Dean of the Faculty of Law (2008-2015) and Academic 
Director of the Joint Degree on German-Spanish Law between the University 
of Bayreuth and the University Pablo de Olavide · Cross of San Raimundo de 
Peñafort Civil Order, Spanish Ministry of Justice (2015).
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Aníbal Sabater 
Aníbal Sabater is an international arbitration specialist with over 20 years 
of experience, representing clients from around the world and industries 
as diverse as construction, energy, mining, shipping, technology, and 
telecommunications, in arbitrations under all major international arbitration 
rules, including AAA/ICDR, ICC, LCIA, and UNCITRAL. He has also acted 
in several investment arbitration cases under the UNCITRAL Rules and the 
ICSID Convention/Rules, as well as in commercial disputes involving states 
and state-owned entities. Licensed in several US jurisdictions, England 
and Wales (solicitor), and Spain, Aníbal has represented clients in disputes 
governed by the laws of more than 20 nations across Latin America, North 
America, Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East.

Ángel Sánchez Freire
Co-director of the -40 section of this Seville Conference.
Ángel Sánchez Freire joined the Litigation and Arbitration Department in 
September 2013. He started his career in 2008 in the Paris office of the law 
firm J.A. Cremades y Asociados, moving to the Madrid office of this firm 
in 2009. He has acted as counsel and administrative secretary in numerous 
international arbitration proceedings, both ad hoc and administered by 
international institutions such as the International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC), the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and national institutions, 
such as the Corte de Arbitraje de la Cámara de Comercio e Industria de 
Madrid (CAM) and the Chambre de Comerce et d’Industrie de Paris (CCIP). 
He has also experience in mediation before the International Institute for 
Conflict Prevention & Resolution (CPR). J. D. from Universidad de Sevilla and 
Graduated in International Law from L’Institut d’études politiques (Sciences 
Po) in Paris, he speaks English, French, Portuguese and Spanish. He is a 
Member of the Madrid Bar Association (ICAM), of the Club Español de 
Arbitraje (CEA) and President of the Young Lawyers Subcommittee of the 
International Association for Lawyers (UIA). 
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Antonio Sanchez-Pedreño Kennaird
Antonio Sanchez-Pedreno is specialized in corporate law, mediation and 
arbitration. He started practicing corporate law in 1983 and during his career has 
been head of the corporate department in the Madrid office of major law firms 
such as Cuatrecasas and Linklaters, where he obtained extensive experience, 
among others, in the fields of international mergers and acquisitions, projects, 
banking and finance. In 2005 Antonio became involved in mediation and 
arbitration. He has been engaged in the practice of conflict resolution as an 
independent arbitrator and mediator since 2010. Antonio has a law degree 
from the Madrid CEU San Pablo University, and holds two LLMs in international 
law (NYU and King´s College, London University). He is admitted to the bar 
in Madrid (Spain) and New York (US). He holds a Diploma in International 
Commercial Arbitration by the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators in London and 
is an accredited mediator by CEDR (UK) and ISDE (Spain). He has acted as 
arbitrator (sole arbitrator, President or co-arbitrator) in over twenty arbitrations 
before several institutions, including the Spanish Arbitration Court, the Madrid 
Chamber of Commerce Court of Arbitration, the Arbitration Court of the Madrid 
Bar, the Barcelona Arbitral Tribunal, and the ICC, in domestic, international and 
investment arbitration proceedings. Antonio teaches arbitration and mediation 
in several Spanish academic institutions, and among other publications, is co-
author and the coordinator of the Lefebvre Memento on Spanish Arbitration. He 
is President of the Madrid Court of Arbitration (CAM), and the Madrid Business 
Mediation Center (CMEM), of the Madrid Official Chamber of Commerce.

Anna Joubin-Bret 
Mrs. Anna Joubin-Bret is the Secretary of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law and Director of the Division on International Trade Law 
in the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations. She has been appointed on 
24 November 2017. Prior to her appointment, Mrs. Joubin-Bret was Attorney-
at-law and practiced in Paris. She specialized in International Investment 
Law and Investment Dispute Resolution. She focused on serving as counsel, 
arbitrator, mediator and conciliator in international investment disputes. She 
served as arbitrator in several ICSID, UNCITRAL and ICC disputes. Prior to 
2011 and for 15 years, Anna was the Senior Legal Adviser for the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In this capacity, 
she managed the research and advisory work on international investment law 
issues as well as the technical assistance program on international investment 
agreements (IIAs). During her tenure, Anna assisted countries and governments 
in the formulation of investment policies and frameworks and the management 
of investor-State disputes. Anna has edited and authored seminal research and 
publications on international investment law, notably the Sequels to UNCTAD 
IIA Series. She co-edited with Jean Kalicki a book on Reform of Investor-
State Dispute Settlement in 2015. She lectures on international investment 
law in various universities and institutes all over the world. She holds a post-
graduate degree (DEA) in Private International Law from the University of Paris 
I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, a Masters Degree in International Economic Law from 
University Paris I and in Political Science from Institut d’Etudes Politiques. She 
has been Legal Counsel in the legal department of the Schneider Group, 
General Counsel of the KIS Group and Director-Export of Pomagalski S.A. She 
has been appointed judge at the Commercial Court in Grenoble (France) and 
was elected Regional Counsellor of the Rhône-Alpes Region in 1998.
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Berk Demirkol
Following his graduation from the University of Galatasaray Faculty of Law, 
Berk Demirkol completed two LLM programmes, the Master in International 
Dispute Settlement (MIDS) Programme at the Graduate Institute in Geneva 
and the Private Law Master Programme at the University of Galatasaray. 
He pursued his research at the PhD level at the University of Cambridge in 
the area of international law and investment arbitration, and was awarded 
with a PhD degree in 2014. Since October 2014, he has been a lecturer 
at the University of Galatasaray. He teaches Private International Law and 
International Dispute Settlement courses. His research mainly focuses on 
international investment law and international (commercial and investment) 
arbitration. Berk Demirkol has published three books, ‘Applicable Law 
to Contracts under Turkish Private International Law’ (in Turkish) in 2011 
(2nd edn in 2014), ‘International Law Case Studies’ (in Turkish) in 2015 and 
‘Judicial Acts and Investment Treaty Arbitration’ in 2018 from Cambridge 
University Press. He has also published articles in several prestigious 
international journals, such as ICSID Review, Journal of International 
Dispute Settlement, International and Comparative Law Quarterly, Leiden 
Journal of International Law, Arbitration International. Berk Demirkol is 
fluent in Turkish, English, and French 

Attila Nagy 
Attila is an Independent Researcher focusing on Law subjects and has 
worked for many years as a Lecturer at the International Business College 
Mitrovica in Kosovo. He was teaching Law, Public Administration and EU 
related subjects. Since recently he is engaged in a field research on the most 
important topics related to the EU. Apart from the refugee crisis issue he is 
now focusing on BrExit and how EU is going to treat it in the future. He is also 
working at the City Administration of Subotica in Serbia at the Department 
for the Local Economic Development. Attila has held many guest lectures 
for students and professionals and also published articles in various fields 
concerning mostly law enforcement and local economic development in the 
post conflict Kosovo. 
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Carlos de los Santos
Carlos de los Santos is the Head of the Litigation and Arbitration Department at 
Garrigues, where he has pursued his entire professional career. He practices law 
in the fields of civil and corporate/commercial law and domestic and international 
arbitration. He has taken part in domestic arbitration proceedings before the 
leading Spanish courts of arbitration, as well as international arbitrations at 
a range of venues, including Madrid, New York, Paris, Zurich, Copenhagen, 
London and Buenos Aires and under many different legislations. Elsewhere, 
he has advised on issues concerning bilateral investment treaties in relation 
to businesses investing in diverse countries. Carlos de los Santos has been 
singled out for inclusion in the leading directories, such as Chambers & Partners 
(Europe and Global), BestLawyers and Legal 500 as a ‘Leading individual’ in 
the litigation and arbitration practice, which also rank Garrigues among Spain’s 
leading firms in this area. Carlos de los Santos is a regular speaker at seminars 
on procedural law and arbitration. Carlos has also lectured at the Instituto de 
Empresa (IE Law School) on the Arbitration Practice Course, and on a course in 
energy law on the Master’s Degree in Energy Law at Club Español de la Energía. 
He is Vice President of the Spanish Arbitration Club (CEA) and a member of 
the Madrid Bar Association, the Arbitration Committee of the International Bar 
Association, as well as the Secretary General of the International Law Association 
(ILA Spanish Branch). He has contributed to various collective works, notably 
including: ‘Party Tactics with Regard to Payment of Advances: A Case Study’, 
ICC Dispute Resolution Bulletin, Issue 2, 2017 and ‘Enciclopedia Jurídica del 
Arbitraje en Español’, Estudio Mario Castillo Freyre Library, Jorge Luis (Dir.) (et 
al.), Palestra, 2016, amongst the most recent.

Camilo Valenzuela Bernal 
Attorney graduate from Universidad Externado de Colombia. Specialist in 
Civil Procedural Law from Universidad Externado de Colombia. Masters of 
Laws (LLM) in International Commercial Law from University College London. 
Professor-Researcher at the Department of Procedural Law - Universidad 
Externado de Colombia, on Civil Procedural Law, Evidence Law, Commercial 
and Investment Arbitration. Director of the Litigation and Dispute Resolution 
Department of Moreno Servicios Legales, a boutique firm specialized in 
Infrastructure, Public Utilities and Mining and Energy Law.
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Carlos Rodríguez Díaz
Rodríguez Díaz is the managing partner of Rodríguez Díaz Lawyers, a firm 
that he established in 2014. Prior to that he was a senior associate at Bores 
Lawyers. Apart from being adjunct professor at the Law School of Pablo de 
Olavide University, he teaches arbitration both at the University of Seville 
(LLM programme) and the Loyola University of Andalusia (LLM + Master in 
Tax Consultancy programme) Mr. Rodríguez Díaz also serves as managing 
director of Guadaliuris AIE, a regional association of law firms, and writes as 
a contributor for the magazine Legal Today (Thomson Reuters Aranzadi) Mr. 
Rodríguez Díaz holds a BA in Law from University of Seville and a LLM from 
the Cajasol Legal & Business Studies Institute. 

Carlo De Stefano 
Dr. Carlo de Stefano is Lecturer in international law at Roma Tre University 
and Associate in the Milan office of BonelliErede law firm. Carlo has earned 
in 2016 a Ph.D in International Law and Economics at the Bocconi University 
of Milan publicly defending a doctoral dissertation on “Attribution Issues 
in International Law and Arbitration”. He has been Post-doctoral Research 
Fellow at the Catholic University of Milan (2017), Post-doctoral Visiting Fellow 
at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law 
of Heidelberg (2017), Visiting Scholar at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg 
for International, European and Regulatory Procedural Law (2015), Junior 
Visiting Fellow at the Graduate Institute for International and Development 
Studies (IHEID) of Geneva (2015), and Visiting Researcher at Yale Law School 
(2014). He regularly publishes on international and Italian peer reviewed 
journals. Carlo is also member of the editorial committee of the journal 
“Diritto del Commercio Internazionale - The Law of International Trade” and 
serves as reviewer of various international peer reviewed journals. Carlo has 
been admitted to the Milan Bar Association in 2014. He is involved in the 
international arbitration practice (investor-state arbitration and international 
commercial arbitration) as counsel as well as administrative secretary of 
arbitral tribunals.
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Catherine Titi 
Catharine Titi is a Research Scientist (tenured) at the French National Centre 
for Scientific Research (CNRS) and Member of the CREDIMI, Law Faculty 
of the University of Burgundy, France. She is Co-Chair of the ESIL Interest 
Group on International Economic Law and Member of the International Law 
Association (ILA) Committee on the Rule of Law and International Investment 
Law. She co-directs the research project The impact of international 
investment agreements on FDI flows financed by the French Ministry of 
Justice (2017-2019). Catharine holds a PhD from the University of Siegen in 
Germany (Summa cum laude). She has previously been a consultant at the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In 2016, 
Catharine received the prestigious Smit-Lowenfeld Prize of the International 
Arbitration Club of New York for the best article published in the field of 
international arbitration.

Carlota Domínguez Ortiz 
Domínguez is an associate lawyer in the Global Disputes practice in the Madrid 
office of Jones Day international law firm. She holds a degree in Law from the 
Complutense University of Madrid and a Masters in Financial Markets from 
the Instituto de Estudios Bursátiles. She has been practicing law for more 
than fifteen years and she focuses her practice in the areas of civil litigation 
and arbitration. She has been involved in matters related to commercial and 
contract disputes, construction defects, agency and distribution contracts, 
claims directed against financial institutions, administrator’s liability claims, 
unfair competition, and insolvency proceedings. Carlota has also worked 
for major national and international companies in various sectors, including 
pharmaceutical, media, toys, construction, energy, and technology, both 
advising and representing clients in various jurisdictions and courts. In 
the field of arbitration, she has participated in national and international 
arbitrations, as well as in investment arbitration. She has co-authored various 
articles in the Litigation Lawyers Yearbook.
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Christa Mueller-García 
Christa Mueller founded the law firm Mueller Abogados, in April 2016, 
specializing in commercial arbitration and litigation. Christa has served 
as President of the Tribunal and Sole Arbitrator under the rules of ICC, 
CANACO (Cámara Nacional de Comercio de la Ciudad de México) and 
CAIC (Centro de Arbitraje para la Industria de la Construcción). She has also 
acted as counsel to party in both ad hoc and institutional arbitrations. Christa 
has focused her practice on complex civil, commercial and administrative 
litigation and arbitration matters in the fields of infrastructure, construction, 
aviation, energy and reinsurance; including recognition and execution of 
awards before local and federal courts. She formed part of the Regional 
Coordinating Committee of ICC Young Arbitrators Forum Latin America (ICC 
YAF LATAM) from 2011-2014. She is fluent in Spanish, English and German.

Choong Yeow Choy 
Choong Yeow Choy is Professor and former Dean at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Malaya. He is currently a member of the Judicial Appointments 
Commission of Malaysia. Yeow Choy obtained his Bachelor of Laws (LLB) 
degree from the University of Malaya, his Master of Laws (LLM) degree from 
Harvard Law School and his Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree from the 
University of Melbourne. He is also an Advocate and Solicitor of the High 
Court of Malaya. He is an Executive Council Member of the ASEAN Law 
Association of Malaysia and the Inns of Court Malaysia. He is also a member 
of the Disciplinary Committee of the Advocates and Solicitors Disciplinary 
Board, the founder member of the Malaysian National Committee of the 
International Academy of Comparative Law and a member of the Governing 
Council of the ASEAN Legal Information Centre. Yeow Choy’s primary areas 
of research include transnational civil litigation, international commercial 
arbitration and the administration of the civil justice system. His books 
have been published by Butterworths and LexisNexis and his articles have 
been published in international journals such as the Civil Justice Quarterly, 
the Commonwealth Judicial Journal, the Australian Journal of Asian Law, 
the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, the 
Hong Kong Law Journal, the KLRI Journal of Law and Legislation and the 
Commonwealth Judicial Journal.
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Corinne Montineri 
Corinne Montineri is a Legal Officer in the International Trade Law Division 
of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, the Secretariat of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). UNCITRAL is 
the core legal body of the United Nations in the field of international trade 
law. Her main field of activity relates to dispute settlement, and technical 
assistance to law reform in the field of arbitration and mediation, which 
includes advising UN Member States on draft arbitration and mediation laws, 
and on compatibility of existing laws with UNCITRAL standards. She has 
been servicing the sessions of the UNCITRAL Working Group II (Arbitration 
and Conciliation) since October 2003 and is the Secretary of Working Group 
II since January 2009.

Christine Sim 
Christine Sim is a practice fellow and research associate at the Centre for 
International Law at the National University of Singapore specialising in 
international dispute settlement. She has presented her work at academic 
conferences on international arbitration, conciliation, UNCLOS dispute 
settlement, and responsibility of international organisations. Her latest 
publications have appeared in Arbitration International, ICSID Review, Asian 
Dispute Review and the recent book ‘Legal Order in the World’s Oceans’ 
edited by M. Nordquist et al. Her research is supported by several years’ 
experience in a public international law practice, civil litigation, arbitration, 
mediation, and assisting arbitrators as tribunal secretary with case 
management. She invites dialogue on the current focus of her work on the 
coordination of multiple related investment arbitration proceedings
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David Arias 
David Arias is partner in Arias SLP. He has served as arbitrator and counsel 
in more than 100 cases in venues across Europe, America and Africa, and he 
regularly participates in proceedings administered by the main arbitration 
institutions (ICC, PCA, LCIA, SCC and IACAC, among others). He also has 
extensive experience as counsel in complex commercial litigation. David was 
Chair of the IBA Arbitration Committee between 2016 and 2017. Previously, 
he also chaired its Subcommittee on Conflicts of Interest, which published 
the 2014 IBA Guidelines on Conflicts of Interest in International Arbitration. 
Additionally, he helped draft the 2010 IBA Rules on the Taking of Evidence 
in International Arbitration. From 2013 to 2017, he was President of the Club 
Español del Arbitraje, of which he is currently Honorary President. David 
Arias is a Professor of Procedural Law and Arbitration. He obtained both his 
BA in Law, with Honours, and his PhD, also with Honours, from Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid. He was admitted to the Madrid Bar in 1991. He 
speaks Spanish, English and French. He also reads and understands Italian 
and Portuguese. David Arias is regularly recognised as a Tier 1 litigation and 
arbitration lawyer and most in-demand arbitrator in leading international 
legal publications and directories including the Chambers and Partners 
publications, Chambers Global and Chambers Europe, and the Legal 500.

Dámaso Javier Vicente Blanco
Dámaso Javier Vicente Blanco studied law at the University of Valladolid 
(LLB, 1988; and PhD, Extraordinary Award, 2001). He is lecturer of Private 
International Law at the University of Valladolid. Visiting researcher at 
the “Université des Sciencies Sociales Toulouse 1” (France, 2004), at the 
“Universidad Nacional de Rosario” (Argentina, 2007). Co-director since 2016 
of the Doctorate in Social Sciences of the University of Mindelo (Cape Verde). 
Member of the Institute of European Studies of the University of Valladolid. 
Author, editor or co-editor of multiple publications on Private International 
Law, International Investment Law, Immigration Law in Spain and the 
European Union, ICT Law and, recently, Legal Anthropology. A mong them, 
in particular, La libertad del dinero, published in Valencia, Germanía, 2003; 
El patrimonio cultural inmaterial de Castilla y León: propuestas para un atlas 
etnográfico (with the research professor of the CSIC in anthropology L. Díaz 
Viana), CSIC, Madrid, 2016. He has been a co-founder of the “Documentary 
Legal Computing Symposiums in Spain” (2007-20013).
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Diana Giner
Diana Giner is a full-time lecturer at the Institute of Modern Languages, 
Universidad San Jorge (Spain), where she teaches English for Specific 
Purposes to students of Law, Architecture and Nursing. She has authored 
a number of journal articles on ESP, language teaching methodology and 
critical discourse analysis. She has a special interest in the language of 
legal genres. She is also an editorial assistant for Ibérica, the Journal of the 
European Association of Languages for Specific Purposes AELFE.

Derek Smith
Derek Smith is a partner in the Washington, DC office of Foley Hoag. He 
practices in the areas of international dispute resolution, public international 
law and petroleum law. He represents governments and state entities 
in arbitration under the ICSID Convention and other arbitration rules, in 
litigation before the International Court of Justice, and in proceedings 
under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Dr. Smith also represents 
government clients with regard to the settlement of international boundary 
disputes through litigation, mediation and negotiation. In addition to 
advising clients on boundary delimitation, he assists them in establishing 
unitization agreements and other legal mechanisms for handling trans-
boundary resources. He also works with governments of petroleum 
producing countries and national oil companies in the full range of matters 
related to oil and gas exploration, production and monetization, including 
the resolution of disputes. Prior to joining the firm, Dr. Smith was chair of the 
Investment Arbitration and Public International Law Practice Group of Dewey 
& LeBoeuf where he was also a member of the international oil and gas 
practice group. Before entering private practice, Dr. Smith was an attorney 
at the United States Department of Justice. He holds a law degree from the 
University of Virginia was well as a Spanish law degree and a doctorate in 
public international law from the University of Seville.
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Didem Kayalı
Didem Kayalı is currently an Assistant Professor of Private International Law at 
TOBB University of Economics and Technology (ETU), Faculty of Law, Ankara, 
Turkey. Before joining TOBB ETU in 2016, she had worked for 14 years as 
an Associate, Senior Associate and Chief of Division at Undersecretariat 
of Treasury, which is one of the leading governmental bodies in Turkey. 
Her main responsibility at the Undersecretariat was contributing to the 
preparation of legal regulations in accordance with the state policies on 
agriculture and state banks, and to the solution of legal problems derived 
from these policies. She teaches Private International Law, Nationality and 
Foreigners Law and International Commercial Arbitration and her research 
interests relate primarily to the conflict of laws and international commercial 
arbitration. She is the author of several publications including the monograph 
on Independence and Impartiality of Arbitrators in International Commercial 
Arbitration (Seçkin 2015), Enforceability of Multi-Tiered Dispute Resolution 
Clauses (Journal of International Arbitration 2010, cited by Swiss Federal 
Tribunal) and The Lex Mercatoria as the Applicable Law in International 
Commercial Arbitration (Journal of the Faculty of Law of Gazi University 
2003). She earned her LLB from University of Ankara, Faculty of Law in 1999; 
her LLM in Comparative and International Dispute Resolution from University 
of London, Queen Mary College in 2008, and her PhD in Private International 
Law from University of Ankara, Institute of Social Sciences in 2015. She also 
holds postgraduate certificates in commercial law and competition law. She 
speaks English fluently and has good knowledge of German

Diora Ziyaeva
Diora Ziyaeva is an international arbitration specialist with a decade of 
experience litigating complex cases and representing clients from around 
the world from diverse industries under all major international arbitration 
rules, including ICC, LCIA, AAA/ICDR, and UNCITRAL. She is a member of 
Dentons LLP’s Litigation and International Arbitration practice groups in New 
York, and focuses her practice on investor-state arbitration, on commercial 
arbitration and on issues and disputes relating to public international law, 
as well as corporate law with an emphasis on the energy sector. Diora 
has been involved in over a dozen investment arbitration cases under the 
UNCITRAL Rules and the ICSID Convention/Rules, as well as in commercial 
disputes involving states and state-owned entities. Licensed in New York and 
Uzbekistan, Diora has represented clients in disputes governed by the laws 
of more than thirty nations across Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and 
Russia, North America, Oceania, and North Africa. She has been recently 
appointed as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Fordham Law School where she 
will be teaching a course on the Practice of Investor-State Arbitration. Diora 
publishes extensively worldwide and is a frequent guest lectures in various 
U.S. law schools.
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Elena Gutierrez-García de Cortazar 
Elena is an international arbitration lawyer with over 18 years of experience 
in the field of commercial and investment dispute resolution admitted 
to practice in Paris and Madrid. Elena regularly serves as international 
arbitrator (ICC, CCL, Amcham, ad hoc UNCITRAL, Corte Española de 
Arbitraje, Tribunal Arbitral de Barcelona, Corte de Arbitraje de Madrid) and 
has arbitrated commercial, distribution, M&A, banking, shareholders, joint 
ventures, construction, engineering, pharmaceutical and energy disputes. 
Elena has also advised as counsel in complex cases conducted in English and 
Spanish under major international arbitration rules such as the ICC, LCIA, 
ICDR, CCL and UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules. Until December 2015 Elena 
was the Secretary General of the Madrid Court of Arbitration where she 
supervised more than 1.000 arbitration proceedings and scrutinized more 
than 800 awards. Before joining the Madrid Court of Arbitration, she worked 
as Foreign Associate at the New York law firm Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 
Katz, and for 9 years at the International Dispute Resolution Department of 
the Spanish law firm Uría Menéndez in Madrid. Elena has also acted before 
UNCITRAL, holding the condition of Observer for 5 years before Working 
Group II, devoted to mediation and international arbitration. Elena has an 
extensive academic experience and regularly teaches in several graduate and 
postgraduate programs (Instituto de Empresa, ICADE, Universidad Carlos III, 
Centro Garrigues, Universidad, ICEX). She is also the deputy director of the 
legal journal Spain Arbitration Review (WoltersKluwer), has authored several 
publications and is a frequent contributor and speaker on her field. Elena 
is a member of the ICC Arbitration Commission and the ICC International 
Arbitration Latin-American Group. She is also a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Spanish Arbitration Club and a Director of Arbitral Women. 
Elena has been recently recognised by Who’s Who Legal Arbitration in the 
category Future Leaders –Partners 2018

Emily Sipiorski 
Emily Sipiorski is a Senior Researcher at the University of Hamburg, Social 
Economics Institute. She has a JD from Hamline University School of Law in 
St Paul, MN and an MA in European Studies from Jagiellonian University, 
Krakow, Poland. She recently completed her doctoral work on the application 
of good faith in investment arbitration at Martin Luther University, Halle-
Wittenberg, Germany. She is currently working with Professor Karsten Nowrot 
at the University of Hamburg on a project addressing the constitutionalization 
of international investment law.
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Emmanuel Gaillard 
Emmanuel Gaillard is Global Head of Disputes Group and Head of the 
International Arbitration practice. He advises and represents companies, 
States and State-owned entities in commercial and investment treaty 
arbitrations and is universally regarded as a leading authority and a star 
practitioner in both these fields. He also acts as arbitrator and expert 
witness. A Professor of Law in France of the International Arbitration practice 
at Shearman & Sterling, Emmanuel Gaillard has written extensively on all 
aspects of arbitration law, in French and in English. Co-author of a leading 
treatise in the field (Fouchard Gaillard Goldman On International Commercial 
Arbitration), he also authored the first published essay on the legal theory of 
international arbitration. The volume, originally published in French (Aspects 
Philosophiques du droit de l’arbitrage international), was subsequently 
published in English (Legal Theory of International Arbitration), as well 
as in Arabic, Chinese, Spanish and other languages. He also co-authored 
the UNCITRAL Secretariat Guide on the New York Convention. Emmanuel 
Gaillard has been appointed by France on the ICSID Panel of Arbitrators. He 
regularly acts as expert for the OECD, UNCTAD, and UNCITRAL. He chairs 
the International Arbitration Institute (IAI) and was the first President and one 
of the co-founders of the International Academy for Arbitration Law (AIDA).

Erica Stein
Erica Stein focuses her practice on international arbitration, including both 
commercial and investment arbitration matters. Ms. Stein’s work focuses on 
disputes in the life sciences space, as well as disputes involving the interplay 
between arbitration and EU law, particularly in the investment treaty context. 
Ms. Stein also has particular expertise in issues relating to the enforcement of 
arbitral awards and agreements under the New York Convention. Ms. Stein 
has also sat as arbitrator in numerous proceedings. Prior to joining Dechert, 
Ms. Stein worked at the ICC International Court of Arbitration. In addition to 
her arbitration practice, Ms. Stein has been appointed Vice President of the 
Standing Committee of the ICC International Centre for ADR, and a member 
of the DIS Arbitration Council (German Arbitration Institute).
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Ergun Özsunay 
Prof. Dr. Ergun Özsunay graduated from the Istanbul University School of Law. 
He attended graduate studies at Harvard Law School (LL.M.), and Faculté 
Internationale pour l’Enseignement de Droit Comparé in Strasbourg. He studied 
also in Max-Plack Institut für auslaendisches-und internationales Privatrecht in 
Hamburg. He worked with Professor Alfred F. Conard (Michigan) and Professor 
E. Allan Farnsworth (Columbia University) as research assistant. Professor 
Özsunay served as the Director of the Institute of Comparative Law of Istanbul 
University (MHAUM). Professor Özsunay is the author of several books (e.g. 
Introduction to Civil Law, Legal Status of Persons, Legal Entities, Introduction 
to Comparative Law, Cartel Law, 21st Century Arbitration Law; EU Law). He has 
written more than hundred articles in various fields of law. Professor Özsunay 
served as President of the International Association of Legal Science (I.A.L.S./
A.I.S.J) (Paris). He is “titular member” of “International Academy of Comparative 
Law (Paris), and member of the “International Association of Procedural Law”, 
corresponding member of “Deutsche Gesellschaft für Rechtsvergleichung”, 
and collaborating member of “UNIDROIT”. Prof. Özsunay represented his 
country in “Convention on Agency in the International Sale of Goods” (Geneva, 
1983); “Convention on the Applicable Law to Contracts for the International 
Sale of Goods” (The Hague, 1985), and “Unidroit Conventions on International 
Factoring and International Financial Leasing” (Ottawa, 1988). Özsunay serves 
at present as the Turkish delegate in the DH-BIO (Council of Europe), and in the 
several Working Groups of UNCITRAL. Professor Özsunay has been practicing 
law as legal counsel and international arbitrator. He has been admitted as 
arbitrator by VIAC (Vienna), Bulgarian, Czech Republic, Slovenian, Lithuanian, 
and Ukrainian Arbitration Centers. He teaches at present “Comparative Law”, 
“Arbitration Law”, “EU Private Law” and “Introduction to the Legal System of 
the U.S.”at the Istanbul Kültür University School of Law.

Eva De Gotzen 
Eva is an arbitration expert and a member of the firm’s dispute resolution 
team in Milan. She advises and assists both Italian and international clients, 
across a number of industry sectors, in bringing claims or defending actions 
in both domestic and international arbitration proceedings. She is highly 
regarded in the market, with particular skills in solving both conflict of 
laws and conflict of jurisdiction issues in relation to multi-national disputes 
and in adopting a practical, ‘hands-on’ approach to working with clients. 
Eva qualified at the Milan bar in 2012. Prior to joining Osborne Clarke 
in 2017, she worked for a leading commercial firm in Milan. She holds a 
Law degree magna cum laude and a Ph.D. in International Law from the 
University of Milan, with a dissertation in Private International Law. Eva is 
currently a teaching assistant to the International Law Chair at the University 
of Milan – Faculty of law and she is particularly active in publishing articles 
in peer-reviewed journals and in participating as a speaker at both Italian 
and international legal conferences. In 2016 she took part to the Sixth Max 
Planck PostDoc Conference on European Private Law organised by the Max 
Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law in Hamburg. 
In 2015 she took part to the Visiting Research Fellowship Program at the 
British Institute of International and Comparative Law. Furthermore, she 
co-operated in the publication of S. BARIATTI, Cases and Materials on EU 
Private International Law, Oxford, 2011.
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Fabien Gélinas 
Fabien Gélinas, Ad.E. is Sir William C. Macdonald Professor of Law at 
McGill University. He is a graduate of the University of Montreal and the 
Paris School of Diplomatic and Strategic Studies, and holds a doctorate in 
law from the University of Oxford. Within the University, Fabien Gélinas was 
Associate Dean of Law and Director of the Institute of Comparative Law 
at McGill and co-founder of the Montreal Cyberjustice Laboratory. He now 
heads the McGill Private Justice and the Rule of Law Research Group. His 
work spans both the public–private and the civil law–common law divides. 
His teaching currently covers commercial and investment arbitration and 
civil law and common law contracts. Professor Gélinas has authored and 
edited multiple books and articles on arbitration law and practice. He co-
edited “The UNCITRAL Model Law after 25 Years: Global Perspectives on 
International Arbitration”. Professionally, Fabien Gélinas is a senior barrister 
who consults widely on matters of dispute resolution and law reform and 
regularly sits as arbitrator in large international matters. He was formerly 
General Counsel of the International Court of Arbitration of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in Paris and is immediate past Chair of the 
Canadian Arbitration Committee. He has acted as adviser or delegate to 
the United Nations Commission for International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and the 
European Commission. He has acted as expert on dispute resolution to 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) projects, the Copyright 
Committee of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO); and the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD). Fabien Gélinas sits on several boards as advisor 
or director. He is a director of SICANA, the Secretariat of the International 
Court of Arbitration in North America.

Fabricio Fortese 
Fabricio Fortese (FCIArb) is a dispute resolution lawyer that has practised 
for several years in Buenos Aires and London. He has been involved in 
litigation and in arbitration of international commercial disputes under 
some of the major arbitration institutions. He is currently a lecturer and 
doctoral candidate in international commercial arbitration law at Stockholm 
University. Fabricio was educated in Argentina, the United Kingdom and 
Sweden. He holds an LL.B degree from Buenos Aires University, an LL.M 
degree in International and Comparative Dispute Resolution from Queen 
Mary University of London and an LL.M degree in International Commercial 
Arbitration (ICAL) at Stockholm University. Fabricio is a Board member of the 
Nordic-Baltic Chapter of the Club Español del Arbitraje (CEA), and of the 
ICAL Alumni Association.



60 YEARS OF THE NEW YORK CONVENTION  ON THE RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT  

OF FOREIGN ARBITRAL AWARDS KEY ISSUES AND FUTURE CHALLENGES. 4-6 APRIL 2018, SEVILLE

50 |

Félix J. Montero 
Felix is Head of litigation and arbitration practice of Pérez-Llorca. He has 
extensive professional experience in both litigation and arbitration. In litigation 
Félix advises clients on civil and commercial litigation regarding, among others, 
unfair competition, agency, distribution, international sale and purchase 
of goods, corporate directors liability, annulment of corporate resolutions, 
horizontal property, insurance,, recognition and enforcement of foreign 
judgements and arbitration awards. In arbitration Félix has significant experience 
in domestic and international commercial arbitration, both institutional and ad 
hoc. Domestically, Félix advises clients on arbitration proceedings carried out 
by the Civil and Commercial Arbitration Court (CIMA), the Madrid Arbitration 
Court (CAM) and the Barcelona Arbitration Tribunal (TAB) regarding matters 
such as construction and mediation contracts, MBO transactions and corporate 
acquisitions, call option rights, contract simulation, export credit insurance, 
infrastructure, energy, transfer of technology and financial derivatives. 
Internationally, Félix participates in important arbitrations carried out by the  
ICC on disputes regarding corporate law, international loan agreements, turn-
key contracts concerning industrial machinery, civil engineering contracts, 
distribution contracts, telecommunications infrastructure, oil & gas, energy, 
and construction contracts, and administrative concessions. Editor of the 
Arbitration Code, an annotated compilation of legal material, Conventions 
and Arbitration Rules published by Aranzadi (2017). Master’s degree in Law (in 
preparation for PHD qualification), Universidad de Alcalá de Henares, Master’s 
degree in Legal Practice, Universidad Carlos III, Madrid, Degree in Law, 
Universidad Autónoma, Madrid. IBA Litigation Committee Officer. Member of 
the Board of Directors of the Spanish Arbitration Club (CEA).

Federico Banti 
Federico deals mainly with litigation matters, working for Italian and international 
clients in both judicial and arbitration procedures. He regularly addresses 
corporate matters predominantly in relation to disputes involving shareholders, 
corporate management and supervisory bodies. Federico advises at all stages 
of dispute’s life-cycle, from the very early phases (resolving matters on a 
business basis before proceedings starts) through the heavyweight strategic 
litigation and arbitration proceedings. In terms of arbitration, Federico leads 
the advocacy both in ad hoc and institutional arbitrations, both at national 
and international level. He has considerable experience in insolvency matters 
in both contentious and non contentious ambits. In particular, he advises top 
management of corporate groups, both commercial and industrial, on various 
aspects deriving from economic crises, in the management of the various forms 
of insolvency procedures and in identifying the most appropriate corporate 
restructuring strategies. Federico also has niche experience in litigation 
related to financial intermediaries and insurance matters, with a focus on the 
role of fiduciaries. He assists clients and mutual aid societies operating in the 
healthcare sectors. As the Italian legal system continues to invest heavily in 
change, seeking greater structural and operational efficiency, Italy has become 
the focus for litigation funders, a prospect that is only just taking its first steps on 
Italian soil but which offers great potential for the firm’s litigation and arbitration 
clients. Federico is a key member of the Italian focus group. Federico graduated 
in 1999, summa cum laude, from the L.U.I.S.S. University in Rome and has been 
a member of the Milan Bar since 2002. Prior to joining Osborne Clarke he was 
a partner in a leading Italian law firm.
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Fernando Mantilla-Serrano 
Fernando Mantilla-Serrano is a partner and the Global co-Chair of the 
International Arbitration Practice at Latham & Watkins LLP. A graduate from 
the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Bogota, where he received his Law 
degree (JD) and Economics degree (MSc), Mr. Mantilla-Serrano has also 
received a MCJ (LLM) from New York University (Fulbright Scholar), a DEA in 
International Private Law and International Trade and a DSU in EU Law from the 
Université de Paris II. He has represented companies, states and state-owned 
entities in international arbitration cases, both commercial and investment, 
with emphasis on construction, energy, mining, banking, corporate and 
general commercial matters. He has also served as sole arbitrator, party-
appointed arbitrator or Chairman in domestic and international arbitral 
proceedings. Mr. Mantilla-Serrano is the Colombian member of the ICC 
International Court of Arbitration and Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators. His articles on arbitration have been published in Arbitration 
International, the French Revue de l’Arbitrage, the Journal of International 
Arbitration and the Spanish Revista de la Corte Española de Arbitraje. He 
was one of a four-member commission created by the Spanish Minister of 
Justice to draft Spain’s new arbitration act (Law 60 of December 23, 2003). 
He is admitted to the bars of Colombia, New York (USA), Paris (France) and 
Madrid (Spain).

Fernando Gallego Osuna 
Fernando Gallego-Osuna is a Policy Officer at the European Commission 
of the European Union. He completed his legal studies in the Carlos III 
University of Madrid, which he complemented with a second degree in 
Political Sciences at the same university, and a Master degree in Business 
Administration by the Menendez Pelayo University of Santander. He is 
currently working in the Macroeconomic Imbalance Procedure as coordinator 
of the Annual Statistical Package for the ECOFIN Council. He is also the 
secretary of the European National Accounts Working Group (NAWG) 
and the European Conference of Directors of Macroeconomic Statistics 
(DMES). Recent highlights of his research include publications in the field 
of sustainable development and international trade, and he is currently 
focusing on the Multilateral Investment Court project of the European 
Commission and its social and environmental implications, as well as the 
protection and promotion of sustainable development through international 
trade agreements.



60 YEARS OF THE NEW YORK CONVENTION  ON THE RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT  

OF FOREIGN ARBITRAL AWARDS KEY ISSUES AND FUTURE CHALLENGES. 4-6 APRIL 2018, SEVILLE

52 |

Giacomo Marchisio
Research Associate and Lecturer Giacomo Marchisio LLM’15, DCL’17, is a 
Research Associate and lecturer at McGill University’s Faculty of Law, where 
he teaches and researches in the areas of evidence law, comparative civil 
procedure and ADR. He holds a doctoral degree and master of laws from 
McGill University, and a JD from the University of Turin. Dr Marchisio is the 
Academic Coordinator of the Private Justice and the Rule of Law Research 
Group and the former Editor-in-chief of the McGill Journal of Dispute 
Resolution. He is a member of the International Task Force on Mixed Mode 
Dispute Resolution (Pepperdine School of Law) and of the ICC Task Force on 
emergency arbitration.

Gabriel Bottini 
Gabriel Bottini is a partner at the law firm Uría Menéndez and a member 
of the firm’s international arbitration practice. He also acts as arbitrator. 
He is the former National Director of International Affairs and Disputes of 
the Treasury Attorney-General’s Office of Argentina. The Treasury Attorney 
General’s Office defends Argentina before international arbitral tribunals. Mr. 
Bottini has extensive experience in ICSID, UNCITRAL, and ICC arbitration. 
Mr. Bottini teaches public international law at the University of Buenos Aires. 
He has lectured at many universities and international organizations around 
the world on issues of investment arbitration and international law and has 
published extensively on such matters. He has been awarded scholarships 
by the Fulbright Commission and other international institutions. Mr. Bottini 
holds a law degree magna cum laude from the University of Buenos Aires, 
an LLM from New York University School of Law, and a PhD from Cambridge 
University.
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Gustavo Prieto
Researcher focused in the areas of International Investment Law and 
International Economic Law. Ph.D. in Corporate Law and Economics - Doctor 
Europaeus from the University of Verona, Italy (2017); visiting reseracher 
at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International 
Law, Heidelberg, Germany (2014-2018); Professor of ‘EU External Relations 
Law’ of the Jean Monnet Module on European Law, managed by V.N. 
Karazin Kharkiv National University, Ukraine (2015-2017); former lecturer of 
International Business Law at Simon Bolivar Andean Community University 
in Quito, Ecuador (2011- 2012); Juris Doctorate from the University of the 
Americas “UDLA” in Quito, Ecuador (2005). Lawyer accepted at the Quito 
BAR association, Ecuador (2005).

Gonzalo Stampa 
Gonzalo Stampa has been involved with international arbitration and 
commercial litigation for more than 25 years. He has advised parties with 
respect to arbitration proceedings and acted as counsel and arbitrator in 
over 140 arbitrations, in different countries and jurisdictions and under the 
major arbitration rules. His professional expertise includes international 
transactions affecting complex engineering projects for chemical, 
petrochemical and industrial plants, international trade and sale of goods, 
purchase and sale of corporate entities and assets and protection of foreign 
investment. Gonzalo Stampa has acted as leading counsel in over 100 
proceedings before Spanish courts, concerning disputes mainly related 
to commercial agreements and judicial support and control of arbitration 
proceedings. Gonzalo received his LL.B from Universidad Complutense of 
Madrid in 1991, qualified in 1991, completed his Master’s Degree (LL.M.) 
on Commercial Arbitration at the University of London in 1993 and holds 
a Doctor’s Degree from the Universidad Complutense of Madrid University 
(2010). He is a correspondent of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and 
Legislation, (2013).
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Ignacio Santabaya 
Ignacio Santabaya is an Of Counsel of the Global Disputes practice of Jones 
Day. He has more than fifteen years of experience as a lawyer and he focuses 
his practice on national and international arbitration. He also represents 
clients before the Spanish civil courts and has participated in contentious-
administrative and insolvency proceedings. His experience includes disputes 
arising from commercial controversies, product liability, agency agreements, 
construction contracts, and environmental matters, among other areas. He 
has participated in investment arbitration cases, such as the representation 
of two Spanish companies in a dispute against Argentina related to a water 
concession, or a case against Ecuador regarding an LNG maritime terminal. 
He is also active in international commercial arbitration where he has 
recently acted for the Panamanian subsidiary of a Spanish group in relation 
to the construction of a hydroelectric project, a major Spanish company 
in two proceedings involving energy projects in Greece, a German steel 
manufacturer in a case related to the supply of steel in a joint venture, or a 
Spanish builder in a case regarding hydroelectric plants in Turkey. Ignacio is 
an Adjunct Professor at IE Law School, where he teaches Advocacy, and has 
been a lecturer in the programs of other institutions.

Helmut Brokelmann 
Helmut Brokelmann is a German qualified lawyer, holds an LL.M. form the 
London School of Economics and is managing partner of Martinez Lage, 
Allendesalazar & Brokelmann, S.L.P. (Madrid), the firm he joined in 1994. 
He has worked on all sorts of cases involving Spanish and EU competition 
law, general EU law and regulatory law, both in administrative proceedings 
(mergers, cartes and other infringements, State aid) and before Spanish and 
the European Courts. Over the past ten years he has devoted more and more 
time to follow-on damages claims. He was research and teaching assistant 
at the Institute of Public International Law of the University of Munich (1988-
1993) and is a regular lecturer in EU and competition law at several Spanish 
universities.
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Iñaki Carrera
Iñaki is a lawyer dedicated to international commercial and investment 
arbitration, representing clients from around the world, in particular, those 
from countries whose language is Portuguese or Spanish. He earned his law 
degree from the Faculty of Law of the University of Lisbon and a Master’s 
Degree in International Private Law and International Arbitration from the 
Faculty of Law of Universidade Católica Portuguesa (UCP) in Lisbon. He 
is the author of a number of publications o n arbitration and international 
private law.

Iina Tornberg
Ms. Iina Tornberg conducts doctoral research at the Faculty of Law, University 
of Helsinki, Finland. Her doctoral research deals with EU competition rules 
and their application in international commercial arbitration. The special 
focus is on Article 101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU), which prohibits restrictive agreements, and international commercial 
arbitration in China. She is particularly interested in the fundamental 
questions of public policy and internationally mandatory rules as well as 
in transnational standards and the existing discrepancies in international 
commercial arbitration considered often as globally coherent system of 
dispute resolution. In addition, general questions of private international law 
are close to her heart. Tornberg has lectured on private international law and 
arbitration at the University of Helsinki. She has also been a visiting researcher 
at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law in 
Hamburg. Tornberg is a Secretary of the Finnish Branch of the International 
Law Association as well as a Board Member of the Finnish Committee of 
the International Academy of Comparative Law (IACL) and International 
Association of Legal Science. She holds also other memberships, including 
with the European China Law Studies Association.
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Isabel Antón Juarez
Isabel Antón is an Assistant Professor of Private International Law at 
the Carlos III University of Madrid. Doctor in Law since July 2014 by the 
same University. Extraordinary Prize of Doctorate 2014. She is professor 
of theoretical and practical classes since September 2009 in Grado and 
since 2012 in Postgrado. His research focuses on European competition 
law, commercial distribution, industrial and intellectual property rights and 
international family law. Isabel is academic secretary of the journal Cuadernos 
de Derecho Transnacional since September 2016 (www.uc3m.es/cdt). She is 
accredited as “contratado doctor” by the ANECA since September 2017. 
Isabel is the author of a monograph, four book chapters and seven articles 
published in different scientific journals. Currently, very focused on online 
education, Isabel is director and coordinator of an online course called “los 
entresijos de las marcas de lujo” and has participated in another with the 
name of “Derecho Internacional Privado.Parte especia”, both available at 
www.uc3m.es/ocw. In addition, she is also the director of another recent 
course on the international legal problems posed by the fashion industry 
called Fashion Law: Derecho Internacional y Moda.

Irene Ng 
Irene Ng (Huang Ying) is a Fellow at the Stanford-Vienna Transatlantic 
Technology Law Forum and a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Vienna. Her 
research focuses on legal tech and the legal implications of the application 
of such technology in legal practice. Irene has several publications in this 
field, and is a contributor to the Stanford-Vienna Transatlantic Technology 
Law Forum’s Bi-Monthly Newsletter. She has also previously served as the 
Deputy Chief Editor (Journal) of the Singapore Law Review Editorial Board 
from 2011-2012, and currently works with various organizations to develop or 
contribute to their legal tech projects. Irene represented ELSA International 
as an Observer Delegate to UNCITRAL’s 50th Commission Session in 2017 
and to UNCITRAL’s 33rd Session of Working Group III on Online Dispute 
Resolution in 2016. In 2018, she commenced her internship with UNCITRAL 
in Vienna as well. She graduated from the National University of Singapore 
in 2014 with a LL.B. (Hons) Minor in European Studies, and subsequently 
received her LL.M. European and International Business Law from the 
University of Vienna. She is a dual-qualified lawyer and has been admitted 
in Singapore and the State of New York since 2015 and 2017 respectively.
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Iván Heredia Cervantes 
Iván Heredia Cervantes is Tenured Associate Professor of Private International 
Law (Universidad Autónoma of Madrid) and Associate in Garrigues (Madrid). 
He is also the Director of the Center for the Study of Registry Law (CIDRE). 
He was Deputy Director-General for the Notariat and Land and Companies 
Register, Spanish Ministry of Justice (Subdirector General de los Registros 
y del Notariado, Ministerio de Justicia) 2009-2012. Iván Heredia Cervantes 
teaches Conflict of Laws, International Arbitration and International Business 
Transactions at the Universidad Autónoma of Madrid. He was Visiting Scholar 
at the Oxford University, Pre-Doctoral Grantee at the Max-Planck Institut 
(Germany) and Post-Doctoral Grantee at UNIDROIT. He has also lectured at 
numerous European and Latin American Universities. Iván Heredia Cervantes 
holds a Ph.D. summa cum laude in International litigation law (University 
Autónoma of Madrid) and a LL.M in European Law. Senior researcher and 
member of various European and national Research Projects. He is author 
of several books, book chapters and articles on international litigation, 
international arbitration, international Insolvency and international secured 
transactions. He is a regular speaker in conferences and seminars related to 
his area of expertise.

Isabel Lorente Martínez
Isabel Lorente Martínez studied law at the University of Murcia, Spain. PhD 
since 2016. She is Professor of Private International Law at the University 
of Murcia, and in ENAE Business School. Visiting professor at Roma Tre 
University in Rome, Italy (2015, 2016 and 2018). Coordinator of legal English 
studies, MASTERDIP. Member of the Law Bar Association ICAMUR (Murcia, 
Spain). Member of the private international law commission, Murcia Law Bar 
Association. She is a uthor of multiple publications in the field of Private 
International Law. Among them: Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional, vol. 
4, nº 1 (2012). “Lugar del hecho dañoso y obligaciones extracontractuales. 
La sentencia del TJUE de 25 de octubre de 2011 y el coste de la litigación 
internacional en Internet”; Prontuario básico de Derecho sucesorio 
internacional, editorial Comares, Granada 2012; Cuadernos de Derecho 
Transnacional, vol. 6, nº1 (2014). “Protección de los derechos sobre bienes 
inmateriales ofertados en Internet”; Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional, 
vol. 6, nº2 (2014). “Daños causados por los productos y competencia judicial 
internacional en la unión europea”. Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional, 
vol. 7, nº1 (2015). “Los derechos sucesorios del cónyuge viudo en Derecho 
Internacional Privado: la Sentencia del Tribunal Supremo de 28 abril 2014”; 
Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional, vol. 7, nº1 (2015). “Convenio de Roma 
1980 y Reglamento Roma I. Ley aplicable a las obligaciones contractuales. 
El contrato de transporte de mercancías y el Tribunal de Justicia de la Unión 
Europea”. Aportaciones de juristas noveles a la ciencia jurídica, editorial 
Thomson Reuters Aranzadi, Navarra 2015. 
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Javier Carrascosa González
Javier Carrascosa González studied law at the University of Granada, Spain 
(LLM, Extraordinary Award, 1988) and at the University of Bologna, Italy (PhD, 
Cesare Lelli Award, 1991). Since 2010 he is Professor of Private International 
Law at the University of Murcia. Formerly Assistant Professor of Private 
International law at the University of Granada, Spain. Visiting professor 
at Roma Tre University in Rome, Italy (2010 to 2018), and at University of 
Cagliari, Italy (2008 and 2010). Lectures at the School of Law of the University 
of Bologna (2013). Professor at The Hague Academy of International Law in 
2015 (course: “Internet and rights relating to personality”) and 2005 (Director 
of Studies, English speaking session). Member of the Law Bar Association 
(Lucena, Spain). Member of the private international law commission, Murcia 
Law Bar Association. Spanish representative in the negotiations for the Rome 
III Regulation (Law applicable to divorce) in Bruxelles (2005-2009). From 
2015, Member of the International Academy of Comparative Law (IACL). 
Author, co-author, editor or co-editor of about 200 publications in the fields 
of Private International Law, International Commercial Law, among which, in 
particular, Derecho Internacional Privado, vol. I (with A.-L. Calvo Caravaca) 
and Derecho Internacional Privado, vol. II (with al.), published in Granada, 
Editorial Comares, now at their 17th edition (2017); Litigación internacional 
en la Unión Europea I & Litigación internacional en la Unión Europea II, both 
with A.-L. Calvo Caravaca and Celia Caamiña Domínguez, published in Cizur 
Menor, Thomson Reuters Aranzadi, 2017.

Jakob Horn
Jakob is a German trained jurist. After studying law at the University of 
Jena, Germany, and the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA, he 
graduated from the University of Jena with the first German state exam 
in 2015. The same year, Jakob has started to work on his dissertation on 
the Emergency Arbitrator under the German Civil Procedure to pursue his 
doctor juris (Dr. jur.). For the dissertation he also spent time at the National 
University of Singapore and Fordham University, New York City. Currently, 
Jakob is working for Professor Dr. Giesela Rühl, LL.M. (Berkeley) at her chair 
for private international law at the University of Jena.
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Javier García Olmedo
Javier is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg 
for International, European and Regulatory Procedural Law, and a PhD 
Candidate at the University of Luxembourg. He was previously an Associate 
in the International Arbitration Group at Hogan Lovells in Paris, where he 
represented private entities and states in arbitrations under ICSID, ICC and 
UNCITRAL rules. Prior to joining Hogan Lovells, he practiced arbitration with 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer in Paris, and worked as a research assistant 
for Professor Martin Hunter at Essex Court Chambers in London. He holds 
a Master’s Degree in Law from the University of Granada (Spain) and an 
LL.M. in International Commercial Law and Arbitration from King’s College 
London. He is also dual-qualified in Spain and England & Wales (Solicitor). 
His PhD research explores the regulation of nationality in international law by 
comparing the customary law of diplomatic protection and the international 
law of foreign investment. His research interests include any issue relating 
to international investment law, public international law and international 
economic law. 

Javier Diez Hochleitner 
Javier Díez-Hochleitner Washington D.C., 1958 Chaired Professor of Public 
International Law and Professor “Jean Monnet” of EU Law, Autonomous 
University of Madrid (UAM). Former Dean of the Faculty of Law of the UAM. 
Ph. D. in Law (University Complutense of Madrid, 1985) and Law Degree 
(UAM, 1976-81). Postgraduates studies at the Research Centre of the 
International Law Academy The Hague, 1987), the UN ILC (Geneva, 1985), 
and the Centro de Estudios Constitucionales of Madrid (1984). Member of 
the Madrid Bar Association.
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Jessica Dewolf
Jessica Dewolf graduated from one of the top five public universities in the 
United States before beginning her law career at the number one advocacy 
school in the country. While there, she developed a passion for international 
law and contracts, and is currently studying in Spain as a Duel-Degree 
Masters student. An experienced speaker and a published author within the 
field of public policy, Ms. Dewolf has taken a special interest in arbitration 
and hopes to continue in the field following her graduation. 

Javier Viaña 
Javier Viaña De La Puente (Eibar, 1965) has a degree in Law from Deusto 
University and a PhD in Law from the José Cela University. His academic 
training has also been developed in the following Universities and Centers: 
Certifié de Droit International Privé of L Academie De Droit International 
of La Haye, L.S.E. London School of Economics And Political Science, 
International Chamber of Commerce (Paris), And (Harvard Law School) 
Harvard University. He is a professor at the University of Deusto, where he 
teaches Private International Law at the Bilbao campus and at the University 
of the Basque Country -Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea- teaching Introduction 
to Law. He is currently studying Theology and Religious Sciences at the 
Faculty of Theology of the University of Deusto. His publications deal mainly 
with International Commercial Arbitration and Commercial Law in general, 
among which are: An Introduction To Spanish Law (2016), Introduction to 
Law Manual (2012), Inside The CCI International Commercial Arbitration At 
the CCI (2013), Arbitration in the CCI (2017). In addition to the teaching work 
(developed during the last 25 years), since 1991 Javier Viaña is practicing 
lawyer in Bilbao, mainly in civil, criminal and commercial litigation. He is also 
an arbitrator of the Basque Government for the resolution of commercial 
disputes in Arbitration.
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John Adam
John Adam is counsel in the Paris office of Latham & Watkins. He is a 
member of Latham’s International Arbitration Practice. Mr. Adam has 
extensive experience representing companies, States, and State-owned 
entities in high-stakes, complex international commercial and investor-State 
arbitrations under the aegis of the principal arbitration rules, including ICSID, 
UNCITRAL, ICC, SCC, and DIAC. He regularly handles disputes under a 
range of bilateral and multilateral investment treaties and focuses on energy, 
oil and gas, and construction and technology disputes.

Joe Tirado
Joe Tirado is Global Co-Head of International Arbitration and ADR at Garrigues 
and is based in London. Joehas occupied global leadership positions in the 
leading firms from four major jurisdictions, including the UK, US and Spain. 
He has over almost 25 years of dispute resolution experience representing 
sovereign governments, multi-national corporations and high net worth 
individuals. Joe has handled hundreds of cases across a broad range of industry 
sectors as a litigator, counsel, arbitrator, mediator and expert determiner in 
over 50 jurisdictions. Joe is recognized as a ranked individual for international 
arbitration and ADR in leading legal directories, where he is described as “first 
class”. He is “best known for his work on energy-related disputes, but is also 
recognized for his financial services and public international law expertise”. 
Joe is a solicitor-advocate with full rights of audience before all civil courts, 
an accredited mediator and panel member of a number of leading arbitration 
and mediation panels. He has extensive experience of both commercial 
and investment arbitration having conducted and advised on international 
commercial and investment arbitration under all the major international 
arbitration rules before the leading international arbitration institutions as well 
as “pure” ad hoc and UNCITRAL arbitration. Joe writes extensively and he has 
contributed to various collective works and is the author of numerous articles 
and books. He is Contributing Editor of “Global Legal Insights to International 
Arbitration”, Global Legal Group. Joe presents regularly on international 
arbitration and ADR at major international conferences, symposia and seminars 
and prominent universities around the world. He is also actively involved in 
arbitral and mediation institutions and prestigious international arbitration and 
ADR associations and committees.”
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José María Fernández de la Mela 
José María is Head of Legal at the Spain Chamber of Commerce and the 
Spanish Court of Arbitration. Previously, he was a senior associate in the 
Madrid office of Uría Menéndez, specialising in dispute resolution. He joined 
the firm in 2004 and developed his international experience and profile by 
spending time in the Miami office of Holland & Knight in 2008 and in the New 
York office of Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP between 2014 and 2015. José 
María regularly lectures on the LL.M. and LL.B. programmes at IE Law School 
in Madrid. He received a double degree in Law and Business Administration 
from Universidad Pontificia Comillas (ICADE) in Madrid and an LL.M. from 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 

Jonathan Wildemeersch
Jonathan Wildemeersch is a référendaire (law clerk) at the Chambers of 
First Advocate General Melchior Wathelet at the Court of Justice of the 
European Union since October 2012. Prior to joining the Court of Justice 
of the European Union, he was an associate at a Belgian law firm (2003-
2012). He served as President of the Young Lawyers Bar Association of 
Liège (2010-2011) and Secretary of the Council of the Liège Bar Association 
(2011-2012). He is also lecturer in European Union law at the University of 
Liège (Belgium) since 2006 and the author of several publications dealing 
with EU procedural law.
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José Francisco Garcimartín Alférez
José Francisco is a Chair Professor of Private International Law at Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid. He graduated in Law at the Universidad Autónoma de 
Madrid (1987) and earned his Ph. D in Law at the aforementioned University 
(1991). His main fields of expertise are focused on International transactions, 
cross-border insolvency, international litigation as well as cross-border 
company law. He is co-authored with professor Virgós of The European 
Insolvency Regulation: Law and Practice, The Hague, Kluwer, 20040. 
Francisco has represented the Spanish government as national expert in 
different international organizations, such as UNIDROIT, UNCITRAL, The 
Hague Conference or the Counsel of the European Union. He is a member of 
the EU Commission’s Expert Groups on insolvency, company restructuring, 
assignment of claims and securities. He is Consultant at Linklaters Madrid.

José Ricardo Feris 
José Ricardo Feris is a partner in the International Dispute Resolution Practice 
Group of Squire Patton Boggs based in the Paris office. He represents private 
and public entities in commercial and investment arbitration proceedings. 
He also sits as arbitrator in commercial ad-hoc and institutional arbitration 
proceedings. Before joining the firm, José served at the ICC International 
Court of Arbitration, where he held a number of positions including Deputy 
Counsel, Counsel and Managing Counsel before he was appointed Deputy 
Secretary General in 2011. He also served as Secretary of the ICC Latin 
American Arbitration Group, Co-Chair of the ICC Young Arbitrators Forum 
and Acting Secretary General. Jose’s experience and work within the field of 
international arbitration has earned him the recognition of the international 
arbitration market. He teaches international arbitration at Sciences Po in 
Paris and at the Universidad Francisco Marroquin in Guatemala City and is a 
regular speaker on international arbitration in conferences around the globe. 
He was also ranked in the top 5 in Revista Mercado’s 2016 “40 under 40.” 
Previously in his career, Jose served as law clerk to Judges Kooijmans and 
Rezek at the International Court of Justice in the Hague and worked for the 
Legal Advisor to the President of the Dominican Republic.
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Juan Antonio Gaviria Gil 
Juan Antonio Gaviria is a Doctor of Juridical Science from American 
University, the Washington College of Law, in Washington D.C. He holds a 
LL.M. with an emphasis in International Business Law from the same university 
and was an Adjunct Professor there. He has over 15 years’ experience as 
a legal practitioner in business and corporate law and as a professor and 
researcher as well. Mr. Gaviria is a member of the Arbitration Center of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Medellín in the roster related to commercial 
and corporate disputes and a tenured professor at Universidad Pontificia 
Bolivariana, School of Law (Medellín, Colombia). His main academic interests 
lie in the intersection of legal and microeconomic topics. Some of his recent 
publications are the book “Introduction to Trade Policy”, with Aluisio de 
Lima-Campos and, in the arbitration field, The New Colombian Legal Rules 
on International Arbitration (2013) and another paper in Spanish criticizing 
a new tax on arbitral awards granting damages that may be quantified in 
money (2018).

José Luis Gómara
José-Luis Gómara is State Attorney at the Spanish Treasury and member of the 
International Arbitration Department of the Spanish State Attorney’s General 
Office, acting as lead counsel in a number of investment arbitration cases 
brought against the Kingdom of Spain, administered by the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), the Arbitration 
Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce (SCC), and ad hoc 
arbitrations under the rules of UNCITRAL. From 2014 on, he is the Spanish 
representative, both to UNCITRAL Working Group II (Dispute Settlement) 
and Working Group III (Investor-State Dispute Settlement Reform). He also 
participates in the Spanish unit dealing with the ongoing reform of ICSID 
Arbitration Rules. He also serves as Secretary of the Board of Directors of the 
financial State-owned company “Compañía española de Refianzamiento” 
(CERSA). He has acted as legal counsel for different Spanish agencies and 
State-owned companies and agencies, such as the Spanish Meteorological 
Agency (AEMET), the Energy Diversification & Saving Institute (IDAE), 
the Zarzuela’s Hippodrome, S.A. and the Port Authority of Melilla, among 
others. He served as General Counsel of the Complutense University of 
Madrid from 2004 to 2011. Jose-Luis is the author or co-author on a variety 
of book chapters (10), monographs (4) and abstracts (7) on commercial law, 
arbitration and regulated sectors. Among the most recent ones, we refer to 
Interest rate floor clauses in loan agreements secured by mortgage (2017) 
published by Francis Lefebvre, The right to regulate. An approach to the 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the EU 
and Canada in Gonzalo J. Blanco (ed.) Anuario de Arbitraje (2016), Civitas-
Thomson Reuters, and Multiplicity of parts in investment arbitration disputes 
in María J. Menéndez (ed.) Anuario de Arbitraje (2017), Civitas-Thomson 
Reuters. Jose-Luis is also a member of both, the Madrid Bar Association 
and the International Bar Association (IBA), participating as a member of the 
Subcommittee on Investment Arbitration of the latter.
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Julián M. Aguilar García 
Julián M. Aguilar García obtained both a Law Degree and Economics Degree 
at Universidad Pontificia Comillas (ICADE), Madrid, in 1991. Admitted to 
Bar in Spain. He did his Doctorate Courses at UNED University, Madrid. He 
studied for the State Body of Notaries. Executive MBA from the Instituto 
Internacional San Telmo, Seville, in 2003, and he resulted elected the Vice 
President of his year. He has published various articles on different fields of 
business and corporate law in specialized magazines. He has also lectured 
in over 25 countries in the five continents (from United States or Canada 
to Australia) on different topics within the legal and contractual aspects of 
the business risk management, contracts and corporate procedures. He has 
extensive experience as counsel for companies in fields such as contracts, 
financing, corporate agreements, M&A, etc, and litigation related to those 
aspects of the lives of the companies. He also has extensive experience in 
family businesses. Julián is a partner in Legalsur, a Spanish Law firm. He 
is also member of the Board of Directors of different companies in the 
industries of real estate, engineering, services and others, member of the 
Government Board of the Instituto Internacional San Telmo (Seville) and 
teaches on international commercial arbitration at Universidad Loyola de 
Andalucía in Seville. 

Juan Carlos Herrera 
Juan Carlos Herrera Q. is a lawyer specialized in Public International Law and 
International Dispute Settlement. He obtained his LL.B. from the Universidad 
de las Américas in Quito, Ecuador and a certificate in Public International 
Law from The Hague Academy of International Law in the Netherlands, he 
was admitted to the 2015 and 2016 sessions of the International Academy 
for Arbitration Law in Paris and obtained his LL.M. in International Dispute 
Settlement from the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies of Geneva and the University of Geneva in Switzerland. Mr 
Herrera’s practice focuses on Regulatory, investment infrastructure, Finance, 
International Trade Law, International Investment Law and International 
Dispute Resolution. He has advised international governmental agencies 
in funding multi-million dollar projects in South America and multinationals 
in different industries such as dairy, construction, pharmaceutical, banking 
and finance, investment planning, among others. In 2015, Mr Herrera led 
the Department of Economic and Commercial Law in a reputed law firm in 
Ecuador. Later on, Mr Herrera advised a permanent diplomatic mission in 
Geneva in its multilateral negotiations before the World Trade Organization. 
He also worked in the International arbitration department of an international 
law firm in Geneva where he has participated in International Commercial and 
Investment Arbitration proceedings and in Public International Law cases.
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Karsten Nowrot 
Professor Dr. iur. Karsten Nowrot, LL.M. (Indiana) is Professor of Public Law, 
European Law and International Economic Law, Director of the Research 
Institute for Economic Law and Labour Law as well as the current Head of 
the Department of Law at the School of Socio-Economics of the Faculty of 
Business, Economics and Social Sciences at Hamburg University, Germany. 
He is also an affiliated professor at the Faculty of Law at Hamburg University 
and serves as Deputy Director of the Master Programme “European and 
European Legal Studies” at the Institute for European Integration of the 
Europa-Kolleg in Hamburg. Furthermore, he was a visiting professor and 
Global Challenge Visiting Scholar 2015 at Seoul National University School 
of Law during the summer of 2015. Karsten Nowrot received his legal 
education at the Universities of Kiel/Germany, Surrey/UK, Halle-Wittenberg/
Germany and Indiana University School of Law/USA. He holds two German 
law degrees with distinction from 1997/2001 and was awarded the degree 
of Master of Laws in 1998 as well as his Ph.D. (Dr. iur.) in 2005, both with 
distinction. In 2012 he completed his habilitation (post-doctoral degree) 
in law at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany. Prior to his 
appointment as professor at Hamburg University, Karsten Nowrot worked 
as a senior lecturer and researcher at the Faculty of Law at Martin Luther 
University Halle-Wittenberg and served as a post-graduate judicial service 
trainee, inter alia, at the Federal Constitutional Court of Germany and the 
economic department of the German Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand.

Juliana Rodríguez Rodrigo 
Juliana  Rodríguez has a Degree in Law and Business Administration from 
the Carlos III University of Madrid (1993-1999). Doctor in Law, Carlos III 
University of Madrid (2003). Main publications: “The legal framework of the 
international advocacy” (2003), “The maritime abordage and international 
litigation” (2007), “The essential facilities doctrine in European antitrust 
legislation” (2012) (with AL Calvo Caravaca) and “International agreements 
on commercial distribution in European private international law” (2013). Co-
directed thesis: “Distribution and parallel trade in the EU” and “International 
sale and international leasing in large civil aircraft”. Two sexenios of 
investigation Carlos III University of Madrid: Deputy of the Department of 
Social Law and Private International Law. Deputy of International Bussiness 
Master. Co-director of the Specialist Course in International Family Law. 
Director of the International Conference on Private International Law.  
Digital University: Responsible for the MOOC course on industrial property. 
Responsible for OCW “International Private Law, special part”. Responsible 
for SPOC of “International Private Law, Special Part”. Co-responsible for 
Micromáster in International Commercial Law.
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Katia Fach Gómez 
Co-director of this Seville Conference. 
Dr. Katia Fach Gómez is tenured Professor of International Arbitration, 
Business Transactions and Private International Law at the University of 
Zaragoza (Spain). She was Adjunct Professor at Fordham University (NY), 
Visiting Scholar at Columbia Law School (NY), Pre- and Post-Doctoral 
Grantee at the Max-Planck Institut (Germany), and Senior Humboldt 
Scholar. She has also lectured at numerous European and Latin American 
Universities. She holds an LLM summa cum laude from Fordham University, 
and is author of numerous books, book chapters and papers on international 
arbitration, private international law and comparative law. She has been 
Executive Director of the Excellence Campus at the University of Zaragoza, 
seconded two years at the European Commission in Brussels, and served 
various times as scientific expert for the European Union and foreign 
funding agencies. 

Katarzyna Miksza 
Katažyna Mikša is an Associate Professor at the Institute of International and 
European Union Law at Mykolas Romeris University in Vilnius (Lithuania). 
She also acts as a Deputy Head of the Human Rights Laboratory at Mykolas 
Romeris University. Moreover, Ms. Mikša is a consultant lawyer in a law firm 
Juridicon (Vilnius, Lithuania). She is specializing in Private International 
Law, particularly in questions of names, personality rights. Ms. Mikša is also 
interested in national minority rights.
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Krystle M. Baptista 
Mrs. Baptista is a lawyer and arbitrator specialized in international 
litigation and arbitration. In 2014, she joined Armesto & Asociados to 
work in a team with founding partner Juan Fernández-Armesto. Krystle 
participates in international arbitration proceedings, including ad hoc and 
administered arbitrations, involving commercial and investment disputes. 
Mrs. Baptista combines her work at Armesto & Asociados with academic 
work as an associate professor at IE Law School and the University of 
Navarra. Between 2009 and 2013, Krystle worked as a lawyer at the 
law firm Cuatrecasas, Gonçalves Pereira in Madrid and Barcelona. Mrs. 
Baptista is a member of the Madrid and New York State Bar Associations. 
Krystle holds a Law Degree (2009) from the Universidad de Navarra, Spain, 
where she graduated with honors. In 2012, Krystle obtained an L.L.M. at 
New York University (“NYU”), USA. While at NYU, Krystle was the recipient 
of the “Half –Tuition Dean’s Award”, as well as, a full scholarship from the 
Fundación Caja Madrid. Mrs. Baptista is fluent in Spanish and English, and 
has an intermediate level of French. 

Kenneth Juan Figueroa 
Kenneth Juan Figueroa is a partner in the firm’s Washington office and a 
member of the International Litigation and Arbitration Department. He 
has substantial experience in international arbitration matters, particularly 
in Latin America. Kenneth’s practice focuses on international disputes, 
particularly on investor-State matters, commercial arbitration, and 
sovereign representation. He represents clients, including private and 
state-owned companies and foreign States before U.S. federal courts 
and international arbitral tribunals, including those established under 
the auspices of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID), the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the 
International Center for Dispute Resolution (ICDR). He speaks frequently 
on issues relating to commercial and investment arbitrations, including 
on those relating to the assessment of damages, third party funding, and 
investment treaties. Kenneth has recently been recognized as one of Latin 
America’s Top 100 Lawyers by Latinvex: Latin America Business News and 
Analysis. 
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Manuel Conthe
Manuel Conthe is the current President of the Corte Española de Arbitraje. 
Being both a lawyer and an economist, and a former securities regulator, he 
is a recognized expert in finance, energy, M&A transactions, damages and, 
more generally, economic disputes. He started his career as an arbitrator 
in 2010. Previously, as a career senior civil servant, he was Director General 
of Foreign Investment (1987-1988), Director General of the Treasury and 
Financial Policy (1988-1995), Deputy Minister of Economy (1995-1996), 
Vice-president for Finance in the World Bank (1999-2002) and Chairman of 
Spain’s Securities & Exchange Commission (CNMV) (2004-2007). He was also 
a partner at a financial consultancy (2002-2004) and is currently a member 
of the panel of experts of P.R.I.M.E Finance. During his stint in Brussels as 
Chief Counsel for Economic and Trade Affairs at the Spanish Mission in the 
European Union (1996-1999) he was closely involved in international trade 
and investment negotiations and WTO arbitration panels. He is also the 
author of three books on economic and political paradoxes, game theory 
and Behavioral Law & Economics.

Laura García Gutierrez
Graduated in Law at the University Autónoma of Madrid in 1996. Master 
in European Community Law at the same University (1996-97). She has 
been lecturing Private International Law and International Trade Law at this 
University since 1997, where she is Tenured Associate Professor. Her main 
fields of expertise are: Private International Law, International Contracts 
and Torts, International Litigation and Arbitration. She has also collaborated 
with the Postgraduate Programmes of the China-EU School of Law and the 
University of Castilla-La Mancha (Spain). She has been Visiting Fellow at 
the Institute of European and Comparative Law (University of Oxford) and 
has developed research at the Institut für ausländisches und internationales 
Privat- und Wirtschaftsrecht ofthe University of Heidelberg (Germany), 
the MaxPlanck-Institut für ausländisches und internationales Privatrecht of 
Hamburg (Germany), the Institute of Comparative Law (Lausanne), the Max-
Planck-Institut Luxembourg and other international institutions consecrated 
to the study and improvement of Private International Law rules. Besides 
she has been involved in management tasks at the University Autónoma of 
Madrid, where she has been Vicedean for Internships of law students, trying 
to give an impulse to the practical application of legal knowledge.
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Margaret Moses
Margaret L. Moses is Professor of Law and Director of International Programs 
at Loyola University Chicago. A scholar in the field of international commercial 
arbitration, the third edition of her treatise on international commercial 
arbitration was published in March 2017 by Cambridge University Press. Her 
teaching and writings are informed by her participation as an arbitrator or 
advocate in arbitrations under the auspices of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Court of Arbitration and the American Arbitration Association’s 
International Centre for Dispute Resolution, as well as in ad hoc arbitrations. 
In addition to international arbitration, her areas of interest and research 
include international business transactions, ethics, and international letters 
of credit. Professor Moses heads Loyola Chicago’s Vis Moot Arbitration 
Program, which sends students to compete in both Vienna and Hong Kong. 
She has a J.D. degree from Columbia University School of Law and a Ph.D. 
degree from Indiana University.

Manuel Penadés Fons 
Dr Manuel Penadés Fons is a lecturer in international commercial law at 
King’s College London. He is a qualified solicitor for England & Wales and 
abogado for Spain, holds an LLM from the London School of Economics and 
Political Science (UK) and a PhD from the University of Valencia (Spain), where 
he examined the relationship between International commercial arbitration 
and insolvency law. Before joining King’s College London, Manuel worked 
at the London School of Economics and Political Science (UK), the University 
of Warwick (UK) and the London office of Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & 
Dorr. Manuel’s main research focuses on international arbitration, cross-
border insolvency law and conflict of laws for commercial contracts. He has 
published extensively in the referred fields.
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María Antonia Pérez
María Antonia Pérez is an associate at Araoz & Rueda Abogados, s.l.p since 
2016 and she focuses her practice in corporate and litigation matters.
Graduated from Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, she has also complete 
an LL.M. in International Arbitration and Business Law at the Erasmus 
University of Rotterdam. She participated in the 2016 Vienna Moot Court 
in International Commercial Arbitration. She is in fluent English, Italian and 
native in Spanish.

María Asunción Cebrián Salvat
Dr. María Asunción Cebrián Salvat is a postdoctoral researcher at the University 
of Murcia (Spain). Her fields of research are European private international 
law, international procedural law and international commercial law. She 
graduated in Law with Honours and holds two LLM, one in Advanced Legal 
Research from the University of Murcia and one in International Business Law 
from Harvard Law School and Centro de Estudios Garrigues. Her PhD Thesis, 
on international franchising agreements in the European Union was awarded 
the Prize of the “Asociación Española de Profesores de Derecho Internacional 
y Relaciones Internacionales” as the best Thesis in Private International 
Law from 2015 to 2017 and the Prize of the “Facultad de Derecho de la 
Universidad de Murcia” as the best Thesis in Law from 2016 to 2017. Her 
profile is highly international. She has assisted to specialization courses at 
the European University Institute (Florence), the International Chamber of 
Commerce (Paris), l’Université Paris 1- Panthéon Sorbonne (Paris) and the 
Academy of International Law (The Hague). She has undertaken research 
at the “Centre de Recherche en Droit international privé et du Commerce 
International” of University Paris 2 – Panthéon Assas, at the Faculty of Law of 
the University of Cambridge, at the Peace Palace Library of the International 
Court of Justice and the Max Planck Institute for International Procedural Law 
(Luxembourg). She has also been a recipient of three Erasmus + grants for 
teaching at the University of Roma Trè (Rome). She has also presented papers 
in international conferences, such as the seminar “Les frontières du Droit 
International Privée” organized by the Jean Monnet Chair of the University of 
Toulouse, the seminar on European Law of the Université Libre de Bruxelles 
or the 7th Conference of the Journal of Private International Law in Rio de 
Janeiro. Her works has been published in journals with international scope, 
such as the Journal of International Dispute Settlement, the Spanish Journal 
of International Law, Indret, Revista Electrónica de Estudios Internacionales 
and Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional and in recognized publishers such 
as Aranzadi and Bruylant-Larcier. 
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María L Rubert
Maria is a Spanish and US lawyer registered with the Dubai Ruler’s Court and 
the DIFC Courts. She is specialised in commercial and real estate arbitration. 
Since her arrival to Dubai 10 years ago she has developed substantial 
expertise in the fields of employment, corporate structure and migration 
having a wide array of international clientele. In parallel to her counsel role, 
she is listed as an arbitrator with the Dubai International Arbitration Centre, 
the Abu Dhabi Commercial Conciliation and Arbitration Center the Ras al 
Khaimah Centre of Reconciliation and Commercial Arbitration, the Ajman 
Commercial Conciliation and Arbitration Center, the Sharjah International 
Commercial Arbitration Centre and Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce 
Arbitration Institute. She is an active member of the Spanish speaking 
community in the UAE. She has served as board member and vice-president 
of the Spanish Business Council and regularly addresses legal questions at 
a leading Spanish newspaper in the Middle East. She contributes to the 
preparation of future lawyers through internship programs in collaboration 
with leading Spanish institutions; and often acts as speaker on matters 
related to her practice for universities, entrepreneur groups and legal 
organisations.

Maria Nicole Cleis 
Dr. Maria Nicole Cleis is an attorney-at-law at Homburger and an adjunct 
lecturer in international investment law at the University of Neuchâtel. 
Having completed her studies at the Universities of Basel and Geneva, she 
obtained her LL.M. from Harvard Law School in 2014. She then went on to 
work on her doctoral thesis on the independence and impartiality of ICSID 
arbitrators as a visiting researcher at the University of California at Berkeley 
Law School in 2014/15. The thesis was accepted and awarded highest honors 
by the University of Basel in 2016. Maria Nicole Cleis has been admitted to 
the Zurich Bar and to all Swiss courts since 2010. Her main area of practice 
is international (commercial and investment) arbitration. Her academic 
interests range from international economic law and food and drug law to 
constitutional and administrative law.
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Marike Paulsson
Marike Paulsson is Director of the International Arbitration Institute at the 
University of Miami School of Law. She teaches courses on The NYC and 
Treaty Interpretation in the White & Case International Arbitration LL.M. She 
is the Founder and chair of the advisory board of Young ICCA and the founder 
of the NYC Roadshow and member of the Judiciary Committee of ICCA 
(International Council for Commercial Arbitration), founder of FA:M (Future 
of Arbitration: Miami) and co-chair of YAP (Young Arbitration Practitioners). 
She has practiced in diverse international law boutiques and has authored 
several publications on international arbitration, including the Netherlands 
Report for the international Handbook on Commercial Arbitration and co-
authored ICCA’s Guide to the Interpretation on the 1958 NYC. 

Maryam Salehijam 
Maryam Salehijam is a Canadian/Iranian PhD researcher at the Transnational 
Law Center of the University of Ghent where she focuses on the legal 
issues pertaining to the use of alternative dispute resolution (ADR) in 
commercial disputes. Her specific research questions address the validity 
and enforceability of ADR agreements, the obligations of the parties to an 
ADR agreement, and whether such legal questions can be regulated at the 
international level. Maryam was awarded her LL.M. in International Laws and 
LL.B. in European Law by Maastricht University (exchanges in Glasgow and 
McGill University). She is also a member of YMI, CEPANI40, DIS40, YIAC, 
LCIA, and OGEMID. Furthermore, due to her international background, 
she is a native speaker of English and Persian, intermediate in Spanish and 
French, and beginner in German and Dutch.
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Miguel Gómez Jene 
Chair Professor of international private law at the Faculty of Law of the 
National Distance Education University (UNED). Counsel at CUATRECASAS. 
Grant recipient for investigation from the Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sports; the Max Planck Institute for International Private Law (Hamburg); 
the Deutsche Austauchdienst (DAAD) (Heidelberg); and the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation (Heidelberg). He was the director of studies at The 
Hague Academy of International Law in 2009 and was the Vice-Dean of 
international and institutional relations for the Faculty of Law of the UNED 
from 2008 to 2013. He is the author of more than 150 publications on civil 
international procedural law and international commercial arbitration; he 
has also spoken in conferences and seminars at Spanish and international 
forums. 

Michael de Boeck 
Michael studied law at the University of Ghent, Belgium where he obtained 
a master of laws magna cum laude in 2013 and he completed an LLM at 
Vanderbilt University, USA, with honors in 2014. He is a licenced attorney 
at the Bar of Ghent, Belgium and at the Bar of New York, NY, USA. He is a 
PhD candidate at the University of Luxembourg and Ghent and a research 
fellow at the Max Planck Institute in Luxembourg where his area of research 
primarily extends to international commercial and investment arbitration and 
its interaction with EU law, jurisdiction of international courts and tribunals 
and international public policies.
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Mostafa Fahim Nia
Dr. Mostafa Fahim Nia obtained his PhD degree in International Commercial 
Law from Sorbonne University in 2011 (Panthéon-Sorbonne: Paris 1). His PhD 
thesis was awarded the highest mention (Very honorable with congratulations 
of the Jury: Très honorable avec félicitations du jury) and has been published 
in France (ANRT). His PhD thesis was focused on the CISG (United Nations 
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods: the 1980 
Vienna Convention). Dr. Fahim Nia is also a lawyer, writer and researcher. He 
is the author of several books on legal topics.

Nadine Lederer 
Nadine Lederer is a German qualified lawyer since 2012. She joined the 
International Arbitration Group of Hogan Lovells International LLP in Munich 
as an Associate in 2017. Her practice focuses on domestic and international 
commercial arbitration and private international law. Nadine advises national 
and international clients in pre-arbitral scenarios as well as in disputes 
before arbitral tribunals. She is also frequently involved in arbitration-related 
litigation proceedings, such as enforcement actions. Prior to joining Hogan 
Lovells, Nadine practiced with another international law firm in Munich, 
focusing on information technology law. In 2017, she obtained an LL.M. in 
International Dispute Settlement from the Geneva University Law School and 
the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (MIDS). Her 
master thesis dealt with online dispute resolution. Nadine studied law and 
economics at the University of Bayreuth and Ludwig-Maximilians-University 
Munich with a focus on private international law. Moreover, she holds a PhD 
from the University of Bayreuth. Since 2018, Nadine is a regional co-chair of 
DIS40 in Munich, the young practitioners group of the German Institution 
of Arbitration (Deutsche Institution für Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit – DIS). She 
regularly publishes in the area of international arbitration, alternative dispute 
resolution and information technology law.
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Natalia Gaidaenko Schaer 
PhD in law, senior scientific fellow of the Department of civil law of foreign 
States of the Institute of Legislation and Comparative Law Studies with 
the Government of the Russian Federation. Deputy head of the Center 
of Promotion of Mediation and ADR (SOMEDIARS) of the Institute of 
Legislation and Comparative Law Studies with the Government of the Russian 
Federation. Author of numerous publications. Arbitrator of the International 
Commercial Arbitration Court at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
the Russian Federation, arbitrator of the Arbitration Center at the Russian 
Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs. Professional mediator, member of 
the Panel of Mediators at the Russian Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Natalia Álvarez Aladrén 
Lawyer at RZS Lawyers and Economists S.L.P. Graduated in Law at the 
University of Seville and working as a Lawyer since 2006. Expert in Private 
Law. Natalia started her professional career combining Law with Real Estate 
Advise to private companies. She became an expert in this field by studying 
a Degree in Real Estate Senior Management at Instituto de Práctica 
Empresarial. In 2009 Natalia also attended the Superior Program of Legal 
Practices at Instituto de Ciencias del Derecho y la Empresa, certified by the 
General Council of Spanish Law. Since March 2009, developed her activity 
in RZS Lawyers and Economists as a legal expert at the Department of Civil 
and Trade Law. Between years 2009 and 2015, Natalia participated in the 
Area of Banking Law and was in charge of advising and managing legal 
procedures for financial entities. In 2015 Natalia concentrates her activity 
in Trade Law and studies several courses to specialize in this field: Practical 
Course of Trade Companies by Thomson Reuters Formación Aranzadi. 
Course of Expertise in Companies Law (Legal corporate advise) by Instituto 
de Estudios Cajasol. Participant in the III Corporate Forum Aranzadi in Seville 
2017. She has participated as a speaker in several conferences and events 
related to her field of expertise. Remarkable conferences: Intelellectual 
Property as part of the Exponential Entrepreneurship Program at School 
San Francisco de Paula. Course of Trade Arbitration: a practical overview 
(Summer Course by University Pablo de Olavide. 14th Edition). Course of 
Expert in Companies Law by Instituto de Estudios Cajasol. Speaks fluent 
English and Spanish. 
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Orsoyla Toth
Dr Orsolya Toth, Assistant Professor in Commercial Law, University of 
Nottingham Orsolya specialises in international dispute resolution, 
commercial law and international investment law. She is Assistant Professor 
in Commercial Law at the University of Nottingham, where she teaches and 
researches in these fields. Previously, she was a member of the International 
Arbitration Group at Allen & Overy in London where she acted as counsel 
on numerous commercial and investment treaty arbitrations in a range of 
industry sectors. She has written several articles in the fields of arbitration 
and legal harmonisation. Orsolya is the author of a book entitled ‘The 
Lex Mercatoria in Theory and Practice’, which was published by Oxford 
University Press in 2017. She was educated at Keble College, Oxford where 
she obtained her DPhil, MPhil and MJur degrees.

Paschalis Paschalidis 
Paschalis Paschalidis is a référendaire (law clerk) at the Chambers of 
First Advocate General Melchior Wathelet at the Court of Justice of the 
European Union since November 2012 where he worked on several cases 
involving international arbitration and international law, including C-536/13 
Gazprom, C-567/14 Genentech, C-104/16 P Council v Front Polisario, 
C-266/16 Western Sahara Campaign and C-284/16 Achmea. Prior to 
joining the Court of Justice of the European Union, he was an associate at 
the international arbitration group of Shearman & Sterling LLP (2009-2012). 
He is admitted to the Bar of Thessaloniki (Greece) since 2007 and holds 
a DPhil in Law from the University of Oxford. He is the author of several 
publications dealing with private international law, EU law and international 
arbitration.
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Patricia Saiz 
Patricia Saiz is an arbitrator, as well as a professor of international arbitration 
and director of international relations at ESADE Law School in Barcelona. 
She is qualified to practice in Spain, Washington D.C, and New York. Patricia 
practiced in the United States for more than ten years, during which she 
represented multinationals and foreign governments in international 
commercial, investor-state, and state-to-state arbitrations, under the rules 
of the International Chamber of Commerce of Paris, the International Centre 
for Settlement of Investment Disputes, the London Court of International 
Arbitration, and the UNCITRAL rules. She is fluent in English, French, 
Spanish and Catalan, and has a working knowledge of Portuguese and 
German. She is a regular speaker at arbitration conferences, and has guest 
lectured at Harvard Law School on the subject of investment arbitration. 
Patricia received her J.D. equivalent from ESADE Law School, and her LL.M. 
from Harvard Law School.

Patricia Fröhlingsdorf
Patricia Elena Fröhlingsdorf Nicolás, Government Attorney’s Office. 
Graduated from the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid in 2006. Master 
in Sports Law form the Universidad de Valencia. Patricia Fröhlingsdorf 
is State Attorney and Lawyer of the Legal Service of the Comunidad de 
Madrid (on leave), with ample experience in the public sector, having 
represented the General State Administration inn civil, administrative and 
social proceedings and coordinated legal assistance agreements with 
public entities like Correos and Sociedad Estatal de Loterías y Apuestas del 
Estado. She has taught at CEU University in Valencia and University Jaime 
Primero in Castellón. Currently Patricia Fröhlingsdorf is a State Attorney in 
the International Arbitration Team of the Government Attorney’s Office in 
Spain and she specializes in investment arbitration. She has been acting as 
counsel representing the Kingdom of Spain in various investment arbitrations 
under the Energy Charter Treaty pursuant to various institutional rules.
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Paul Key QC 
Paul Key QC is widely recognised as one of the leading English arbitration 
practitioners, specializing in complex, cross-border and high-value disputes. 
His practice spans bothinternational commercial arbitration (including ICC, 
LCIA, UNCITRAL, SCC and ARIAS) and investment treaty arbitration (including 
UNCITRAL and ICSID). He has been ranked in the top-tier (band 1) rankings 
for arbitration for over 10 years and has consistently been identified as one of 
the leading figures in that field (“a real arbitration expert”, “few can rival his 
expertise, ability and knowledge in the field of investment arbitration”, “he has 
established an impressive case portfolio”, “the first port of call for important 
arbitration disputes”, “an arbitration guru”, “when working on a huge 
international arbitration, he seamlessly slots into the wider team and provides 
spot-on insights”). He has appeared as advocate in over 300 major international 
arbitrations worldwide, as well as appearing regularly before the English Courts 
(at all levels) and foreign Courts on arbitration matters. In recent years he has 
appeared as counsel in 14 separate cases valued at over US$1billion, three of 
which were valued at over US$50 billion. In addition to his extensive experience 
in international commercial arbitration, he is one of the very few English QCs 
to have real expertise in investment arbitration. He has been lead counsel in a 
very large number of BIT / investment arbitrations, acting both for and against 
States and State-entities (e.g. China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, 
Singapore, Turkmenistan and the USA). He is Visiting Professor in international 
arbitration law at King’s College, London, and has lectured and published 
widely in this field. He has been a long-standing representative of the UK on 
the ILA International Commercial Arbitration Committee and is also a delegate 
for the UNCITRAL Working Group on Arbitration.

Pedro Tent Alonso
Spain LLM (LSE), is a Principal Associate Lawyer at J&A Garrigues, S.L.P. 
(Litigation and Arbitration Department) and Associate Lecturer of Private 
International Law at the University of Valencia (Faculty of Law). P Pedro is 
a member of the Garrigues International Arbitration Team, listed Arbitrator 
at the Arbitration Court of the Valencia Bar Association and Responsible of 
the IP Law Department of J&A Garrigues, S.L.P. for the offices of Valencia, 
Alicante and Murcia.
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Pilar Perales Viscasillas
Prof Pilar Perales Viscasillas is Chair of Commercial Law at University Carlos 
III of Madrid where she is also the Director of the Postgraduate Studies. She 
has published several books and articles in international commercial contract 
law, arbitration and corporations. She is the Director of the Madrid Moot 
(www.mootmadrid.es) and of the database cisgspanish.com. She acts as an 
arbitrator in international and domestic commercial cases, as well as a legal 
expert in both domestic and international disputes. Visiting Scholar at Pace 
University School of Law (New York) (1997), Columbia University (New York) 
(1997) and at the James E. Rogers School of Law, Arizona University (1998 
and 2001). Adjunct Professor of Law at Pace University School of Law (1997) 
and Visiting Professor at Louisiana State University, School of Law (2005). 
Visiting professor at the University of Lisbon 2016-2017. Professor Perales 
Viscasillas participates in several international forums: Member of the CISG-
AC (Advisory Council on the Convention on Contracts for the International 
Sale of Goods) (2003) and Rapporteur of the Opinion No. 4 of the Council. 
Observer in the Working Group for the preparation of the third and fourth 
edition of the UNIDROIT Principles on International Commercial Contracts of 
the Rome Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) (2007-2010, 
and 2017). She has been Spanish correspondent of CLOUT (UNCITRAL) 
(2002-2017) and delegate of Spain to the United Nations Commission for 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL - UNCITRAL) (2001-2014). Member of 
several editorial boards, academics and / or scientists of Spanish and foreign 
journals. Deputy Director of the Spain Arbitration Review. Director of the 
Master in International Law of UC3M. Languages: Spanish (maternal), English 
and Portuguese.

Petri Taivalkoski 
Petri Taivalkoski heads Roschier’s Dispute Resolution practice in Finland. His 
practice includes litigation, arbitration and alternative dispute resolution. 
He has extensive experience of disputes relating to, e.g. energy, product 
liability, construction projects, joint ventures and shareholders’ agreements, 
agency and distribution relationships and competition law. Separate areas 
of focus of his practice are securities market and company law, as well as 
white collar crime. Petri also represents multinational companies, Boards of 
Directors and individuals involved in criminal or regulatory investigations, 
with an emphasis on corporate and securities law matters. Petri also 
frequently acts as arbitrator under a variety of arbitration rules as well as 
in ad hoc arbitration proceedings. Petri is a member of the board of the 
Finland Chamber of Commerce Arbitration Institute. He frequently lectures 
on topics relating to dispute resolution at both universities and conferences.
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Piotr Wilinski Rotterdam
Piotr Wiliński is a lecturer at the Erasmus University in Rotterdam. He 
teaches research and writing skills in the context of international arbitration. 
Additionally, he is involved in fundamentals of arbitration; international 
commercial law and international trade law courses. He carries out research 
on international commercial arbitration and his PhD dissertation focused 
on the post-award relief against the tribunal’s “excess of mandate”. He 
coaches the Erasmus University team of the Willem C. Vis Moot International 
Commercial Arbitration moot. In the past, he was a visiting scholar at the 
Pennsylvania State University and participated in Academy for Arbitration 
Law in Paris as well the ICC training for the tribunal secretaries. Piotr holds 
the law degree from the Wroclaw University, Poland and Commercial Law 
LLM from the Erasmus University, the Netherlands. Before joining academia, 
he has worked in the major law firms in Poland and in the Netherlands. 
Currently, next to being a lecturer, he is working on an ad-hoc basis with the 
arbitration department of a top-tier Dutch firm. 

Poomintr Sooksripaisarnkit 
Dr Poomintr Sooksripaisarnkit LLB (Thammasat), LLM (International 
Commercial Law) (Leicester), PhD (Leicester) is a Lecturer in Maritime 
Law with the Australian Maritime College, University of Tasmania. Prior to 
joining the Australian Maritime College, he was an Assistant Professor with 
the School of Law, City University of Hong Kong, where he was also the 
Associate Director of the Hong Kong Centre for Maritime and Transportation 
Law. His research interests lie in the fields of insurance law (marine and 
non-marine), admiralty and maritime law (excluding the law of the sea and 
regulations), carriage of goods by sea, international sales of goods carried 
by sea, private international law (commercial conflict of laws), and aspects 
of international arbitration (relevant to conflict of laws). He is an Accredited 
Mediator by both the Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR) and the 
Hong Kong Mediation Accreditation Association Limited (HKMAAL). He is a 
Member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (MCIArb) and the London 
Court of International Arbitration (LCIA). He is also a Supporting Member of 
the London Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA). His recent publications 
include chapter contributions on “The Hague Convention on Choice of Court 
Agreements – Should the European Union”s Footsteps Be Followed?” in Sai 
Ramani Garimella and Stellina Jolly (eds), Private International Law: South 
Asian States” Practice (Springer Nature Pte Ltd 2017) and “Bills of Lading”, 
“Marine Insurance”, and “Jurisdiction and Applicable Law” in Justice Barma 
and Mary Thomson (eds), Maritime Law and Practice in Hong Kong (Sweet 
& Maxwell Asia 2015). His book, co-editing with Dr Sai Ramani Garimella, 
entitled China”s One Belt One Road Initiative and Private International Law 
is due to be published by Routledge in July / August 2018. He is working on 
a book entitled Marine Insurance – Comparative Common Law Perspectives 
(under contract with Springer Nature Pte Ltd until early 2022).



60 YEARS OF THE NEW YORK CONVENTION  ON THE RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT  

OF FOREIGN ARBITRAL AWARDS KEY ISSUES AND FUTURE CHALLENGES. 4-6 APRIL 2018, SEVILLE

82 |

Rafael Monsalve Del Castillo 
Rafael Monsalve heads the Litigation and Arbitration department at 
Cuatrecasas’s Seville office, and is renowned for his expertise in the 
field, acting as both counsel and arbitrator. He has a particularly strong 
reputation for his experience in banking litigation as well as the real estate, 
construction, and engineering sectors. His long-standing involvement 
in arbitration began in 2001 when he started working with his mentor 
Don Manuel Olivencia, with whom he was involved in more than thirty 
highprofile national, and international proceedings. Recommended by 
several directories, such as Best Lawyers in Litigation, Arbitration and 
Restructuring and Insolvency. He lectures on corporate law at a number 
of academic institutions throughout Spain on civil procedural law and 
arbitration including the Master’s in Legal Consultancy for Businesses at 
the Instituto Cajasol, and the University of Navarra. In addition to speaking 
regularly at business and legal forums, Mr. Monsalve has also helped draft 
doctrinal articles in his areas of expertise (Revista Aranzadi Doctrinal journal 
and Práctica Contenciosa para Abogados [Litigation Practice for Lawyers], 
La Ley). He received his Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Seville, 
and over the years has completed various professional programs counting, 
among them, the Program for Senior Management of Leading Companies 
and Institutions, Instituto Internacional San Telmo, Executive Coaching 
Certification, Escuela Europea de Coaching, a Postgraduate in Company 
Valuation and Accountancy, Barcelona School of Management, Pompeu 
Fabra University, and a Certificate in Civil and Commercial Mediation, 
Instituto de Estudios Cajasol. Mr. Monsalve is a member of the Spanish 
Arbitration Club.

Rafael Carlos del Rosal Carmona 
Rafael Carlos del Rosal Carmona is an International Case Counsel at the 
International Centre for Dispute Resolution (ICDR), a division of the American 
Arbitration Association, Inc. (AAA), where he administers international 
arbitration and mediation cases. In his role at the ICDR, Rafael advises 
on a wide range of procedural matters regarding the application of the 
AAA/ICDR Rules and the appointment of arbitrators. His duties include, 
among others, deciding challenges to arbitrators, reviewing preliminary 
objections, and handling multiparty issues. He also regularly publishes 
articles on international arbitration. Prior to joining the ICDR, he worked for 
Uría Menéndez advising domestic and international clients in international 
arbitration and litigation proceedings. Rafael earned his LL.M. degree in 
International Business Regulation, Litigation, and Arbitration from New 
York University, where he served as a graduate editor for the NYU Journal 
of Law & Business and as a research assistant for Professor Franco Ferrari. 
He also holds Licentiate degrees in Law and Business Administration from 
Universidad Pontificia Comillas. He is proficient in English and Spanish, and 
has a working knowledge of French and German.
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Ramona Cirlig
Ramona Elisabeta CIRLIG is a Ph.D candidate at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Bucharest, focusing her research on Private International 
Law and International Arbitration. She holds a BA in Law from the Nicolae 
Titulescu University in Bucharest, and a LL.M in International and European 
Law from the Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussels, which 
she graduated magna cum laude with a thesis on international commercial 
arbitration. She also holds a BA in PR and Communication Sciences from 
the Faculty of Communication and Public Relations, National School of 
Political and Administrative Studies in Bucharest. Ramona is a member of the 
Bucharest Bar and has been part of the litigation and arbitration practice at 
Musat & Asociatii, specializing in international commercial arbitration, as well 
as domestic arbitration and litigation with a focus on FIDIC contracts, joint 
venture agreements, commercial, construction and energy law. She is notable 
for her expertise in private international law and EU law, and has developed 
particular knowledge in business and human rights matters. Furthermore 
she provides legal assistance in arbitration related litigation, including 
recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards, annulment proceedings, as 
well as provisional and interim measures in support of arbitration. Prior to 
joining Musat & Asociatii, she gained valuable experience in human rights 
law while working for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

Reinmar Wolff 
Reinmar Wolff is an Assistant Professor at the University of Marburg (Germany) 
and a practicing lawyer who regularly sits as an arbitrator in both institutional 
and ad hoc proceedings. He has extensively published on arbitration and in 
other the fields. His treatises on arbitration include primers on arbitration in 
Germany (2006 and 2016) and a commentary on the New York Convention 
(2012, second edition 2018, forthcoming).
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Sai Ramani Garimella
Dr. Sai Ramani Garimella is an Assistant Professor at South Asian University, 
New Delhi, India, an international organisation established by the regional 
group of the South Asian nations (SAARC). She researches in private 
international law, international arbitration and South Asian state practice. 
She has co-edited a research essay collection on Private International 
Law and South Asian States’ Practice for Springer Nte Pvt Ltd, Singapore. 
Her other areas of interest related to private international law include 
enforcement of foreign judgments, interim orders from foreign courts 
and tribunals and enforcement concerns, and international arbitration 
including third party funding in international arbitration. She teaches 
a graduate course in transnational commercial law and international 
commercial arbitration. She is also a resource faculty at the Indian Society 
of International Law, New Delhi, and served as a subject expert on Private 
International Law for the Government of India program on developing 
electronic lecture database resources in this knowledge domain. Her 
research in this space has recently appeared in the Macquarie Law Journal 
- Sai Ramani Garimella, International Parental child abduction and the 
fragmented law in India - Time to accede to the Hague Convention? 
(2017) 17 Macquarie Law Journal 37; Sai Ramani Garimella, Seat-centric 
Arbitration: Decoding the Indian Law on the Choice of a Foreign Seat 
(2017) 6 Young Arbitration Review 29, and is scheduled to appear in the 
TDM journal - Sai Ramani Garimella, Arbitration Reforms in India – The 
Case for Third Party Funding of Arbitral Claims (2018) TDM special volume 
on India (forthcoming). Co-editing with Dr.Poomintr Sooksripaisarnkit, 
she is presenting the volume on China’s One Belt One Road Initiative 
and Private International Law published by Routledge and scheduled 
for release in July/August 2018. She is also co-authoring with Prof.Bruno 
Zeller a book titled Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards and the Public 
Policy Exception - Revisiting the New York Convention (Springer Nature 
Pte Ltd, 2019).

Reyad Seyadi 
Reyadh Seyadi is currently Assistant Professor of Commercial Law at the 
University of Bahrain. He holds a PhD in Law from the University of Sheffield/
UK and Master degree in Commercial law from the University of East 
Anglia/UK. Reyadh has appointed as member of International Council for 
Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) and appointed as an Associate member in 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb). His area of expertise and his main 
research interests focus on international commercial arbitration, investment 
arbitration, World Trade Organisation (WTO), United Nations Commission 
on International Trade law (UNCITRAL), Islamic finance. He has recently 
published a book on International Commercial Arbitration with Cambridge 
Publishing, and number of journal articles in legal aspects of Islamic finance, 
and international commercial arbitration.
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Santiago Martínez Lage 
Santiago Martínez Lage is president of Martinez Lage, Allendesalazar & 
Brokelmann, S.L.P. (Madrid), the firm he founded in 1985. He has devoted most 
of his professional career to the practice of EU law and competition law. Over 
the past twenty years, he has been dedicating more of his time to alternative 
dispute resolution, particularly in arbitration proceedings. He was elected by 
its members to serve as Chairman of the Negotiating Table for Compensatory 
Remuneration of Intellectual Property Rights for the use of private copies 
(1993-1995), and he was also appointed by the Ministry of Culture to serve as 
a member of the Comisión Arbitral y Mediadora de la Propiedad Intelectual 
(“Arbitration and Mediation Commission for Intellectual Property”) from 1989 
to 1999. He currently serves as president of the Appeals Committee for the 
international art fairs ARCO_Madrid and ARCO_Lisbon. As sole arbitrator, 
co-arbitrator and president of the arbitral tribunal, he has intervened in many 
national and international arbitration proceedings administered both by 
Spanish courts and by the Court of the International Chamber of Commerce 
of Paris, as well as in ad hoc arbitration proceedings. He is a member of the 
Permanent Committee of the Spanish Court of Arbitration and has been a 
member of its Committee for the Designation of Arbitrators. He belongs to 
the Board of Directors of the Spanish Arbitration Club.

Sara Hourani 
Dr Sara Hourani is a Lecturer at the School of Law, Middlesex University 
London. Sara holds an LLB degree from Grenoble II University (France), an 
LLM in International Trade Law and a PhD in Law from the University of Essex 
(UK). Sara was granted the prestigious Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) PhD scholarship to pursue her doctoral studies and has been the 
recipient of different grants and awards to carry out her research. Namely, Sara 
was a John W Kluge Scholar at the Library of Congress in Washington DC which 
was funded by the AHRC to carry out research in international commercial law. 
Before joining Middlesex, Sara previously held a Lectureship in Law at the Law 
Department and Centre for Intellectual Property and Management (CIPPM) at 
Bournemouth University. Sara is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
Sara’s research interests are in the areas of international arbitration and 
international commercial law. More recently, Sara’s work has been focusing 
on online arbitration and online dispute resolution. This work has been 
presented in various fora such as Yale Law School, the Istanbul International 
Law Congress, the 7th Journal of Private International Law Conference and the 
Paris Chamber of International Arbitration (CAIP). Outside academia, Sara has 
provided legal consultancies on matters relating to international arbitration, 
commercial law, investment law and construction law to law firms and leading 
NGOs. Sara is fluent in English, Arabic, French and Romanian.
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Steve Hammond
Steven A. Hammond specializes in international arbitration and litigation, advising 
and defending multinational and state enterprises in connection with a broad 
range of commercial activity. He has served as arbitrator or counsel in numerous 
arbitrations under the ICC, UNCITRAL, ICSID, AAA/ICDR, and Inter-American 
Commercial Arbitration Commission rules, including proceedings conducted in 
English, Spanish and French. He has been recognized in such publications as 
Chambers Global, Latin America and USA, Euromoney’s Guides to the Best of 
the Best (International Litigation), Commercial Arbitration and Litigation, The 
International Who’s Who of Commercial Arbitration, The International Who’s 
Who of Business Lawyers (Commercial Litigation), Benchmark Litigation Guide 
and Best Lawyers in America (International Arbitration). Chambers USA offered 
the following commentaries on his work as a Nationwide Leader in International 
Arbitration: “[He] is highly rated for his work as an arbitrator, in addition to being 
a notable presence as counsel. Clients laud ‘his remarkable insight into legal 
matters and superb level of knowledge, along with his strong grasp of both 
the larger picture and smaller details of a case.’” “A ‘talented multilinguist,’ 
interviewees agree that he is an ‘absolutely top-class arbitrator.’ [A]ccording to 
observers, he has a ‘low-key, thoroughly effective’ approach. As counsel he will 
‘spend as much time as it takes to get things absolutely right. [C]lients ‘never 
cease to be amazed’ by the firm’s international practice co-chair. Serving as 
both counsel and arbitrator, ‘he has the experience to manage all aspects of 
major disputes.’” Mr. Hammond is an honors graduate of Bowdoin College and 
Maine Law School, and received his LL.M., magna cum laude, in international 
and comparative law from the Free University of Brussels. He is a Past President 
of the Union Internationale des Avocats.

Sara Scordo
Sara Scordo has graduated from the Faculty of Law of University of Pavia. 
She completed her Master’s Degree with honours, receiving the highest 
marks in virtue of her final dissertation on the most relevant alternative 
remedies to solve boardroom and shareholder disputes. During her 
studies, she participated in the 23rd Willem C. Vis International Commercial 
Arbitration Moot as a team member and coached University of Pavia team 
for the 24th edition. The Vis Moot competition still enjoys her strong support 
through her participation in Vis Moot projects and seminars. She has also 
participated as an arbitrator in various Pre-moots around Europe and has 
been selected by the Association for the Organization and Promotion of the 
Vis Moot to arbitrate the final rounds in Vienna. The mooting experience had 
a profound impact on her academic education and helped her to acquire a 
very practical insight into International Commercial Law. In 2017 she carried 
out an independent research experience at the prestigious international 
Institute for Comparative Law, Conflict of Laws and International Business 
Law in Heidelberg, Germany. Besides International Commercial Arbitration, 
her other areas of interests are Private International Law, Business Law, 
and Comparative Corporate Law. She has been an Academic Tutor for 
International Commercial Law, European Law, Public and Private International 
Law. At the moment, she is collaborating as a Teacher Assistant of Corporate 
Law at University of Pavia. In December 2017 she published an academic 
article in the 7th Edition of the Revista de Derecho Internacional, focusing on 
the difficulties arising from the development of arbitration as an alternative 
mechanism to solve inter-company disputes and investigating its effects, 
advantages and disadvantages.
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Stravroula Angoura
Stavroula Angoura is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxemburg 
for International, European and Regulatory Procedural Law. She studied 
law at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Greece) and subsequently 
pursued her postgraduate studies at Queen Mary University of London 
(LL.M.). Currently she is working on a PhD dissertation on independence 
and impartiality of arbitrators in international commercial and investment 
arbitration as a member of the International Max Planck Research School 
on Successful Dispute Resolution and her supervisor is Prof. Dr. Dres. h.c. 
Burkhard Hess. Before joining the Max Planck Institute she had been working 
for three years as a Research Assistant of Prof. Dr. Athanassios Kaissis, 
Scientific Director of the legal studies at the International Hellenic University. 
She was also a Visiting Researcher at the German Institution of Arbitration 
(DIS) in Cologne and at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in London. 
Stavroula is a qualified lawyer in Greece and practiced law in Greece and 
London in the field of international arbitration. Her research interests 
include international commercial and investment arbitration, conflict of laws, 
European procedural law, digital technologies and legal methodology. She 
has authored a number of articles and participated as a speaker in several 
national and international conferences especially in the field of international 
arbitration.

Sumru Akter
Sumru Akter is an international disputes lawyer specializing in international 
arbitration and cross-border litigation. She regularly advises construction, 
infrastructure and energy companies in operational disputes, joint venture 
compositions and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards. 
She also has experience before the European Court of Human Rights and 
the Turkish Constitutional Court for violations of right to property and due 
process. Sumru is a graduate of the Geneva LL.M. in International Dispute 
Settlement (MIDS). In her LL.M. thesis, she has focused on investment 
treaty protections available to foreign investors for war-related damages 
and possible Host State defences. She also holds a master’s degree from 
Galatasaray University and a bachelor’s degree from Marmara University. 
She participated in the “Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration 
Moot” and continues to be a member of the Vis Moot community as a coach 
and arbitrator. Sumru is admitted to the Istanbul Bar. She is a native Turkish 
speaker, fluent in English and proficient in German.
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Urquiola De Palacio 
Urquiola de Palacio is Managing Partner of Palacio & Asociados. She is a member 
of the Governing Board of the “Club Español del Arbitraje” and member of 
the Plenary of the Court of arbitration of Madrid. Ms. Palacio is a referee and 
member of the Spanish Court of Arbitration, the Court of Arbitration of Madrid, 
the Court of Arbitration of the Madrid Bar Association, as well as international 
referee in the Civil and Commercial Court of Arbitration (Corte Civil y Mercantil de 
Arbitraje-CIMA) and member of the Interamerican Commission on Commercial 
Arbitration (Comisión Interamericana de Arbitraje Comercial- CIAC). Ms. 
Palacio is a professor at the Pontificial University of Comillas ICAI-ICADE in the 
Master of Access to the Legal Profession where she teaches litigation before 
the European Court of Human Rights. She is a recurrent speaker at national and 
international conferences and fora. She is President of the International Union 
of Lawyer’s (UIA) Commission on “The future of the lawyer”, as well as member 
of the UIA’s Governing Board. Ms Palacio is also Vice President of the Madrid 
Bar Association’s Institution Protecting the Orphans of the Law Profession. She 
was a member of the Governing Board of the Madrid Bar Association and a 
member of the Inter-professional Union of Madrid. She has been a Member of 
the Board of the Madrid Council of Bar Associations for two terms and served 
as a member on the Committee of appeals. She has been a member, Treasurer, 
Vice President and President of the Board of the Alumni Association of the 
Faculty of Law at the Complutense University. She was also a member of the 
Board of the Debate Club SIGLO XXI. The Madrid Bar Association bestowed an 
honorary membership on Ms. Palacio in recognition of her work as Counselor of 
the Council of the Madrid Bar Associations and for her work in favor of the legal 
profession during her professional career.

Supritha Suresh
Supritha Suresh has an LL.M. in International Arbitration from the White 
& Case International Arbitration LL.M. Program at the University of Miami 
(2017). She also has a B.A.LL.B., specializing in International Trade and 
Investment Law (Honors) from National Law University, Jodhpur (2016). 
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Víctor Mancera
Victor joined Osborne Clarke in July 2014. He has previously worked for the 
arbitration boutique firm of the arbitrator J.A. Cremades. Victor has acted 
before a number of Spanish and international arbitral institutions such as 
the ICC, the Civil and Commercial Court of Arbitration (CIMA), the Court 
of Arbitration of the Madrid Chamber of Commerce and ad-hoc arbitration 
courts. He has represented a variety of international clients mainly in relation 
to commercial disputes in the construction, infrastructure and energy sectors. 
He also has experience of dealing with the enforcement of international 
arbitration awards. Victor graduated in law from the University of Seville and 
completed it at the University of Paris X Nanterre.

Vladimir Gladyshev
Graduated with honours from Moscow Institute of International affairs, 
International Law department, in 1981. 1981-1989: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Treaty and Legal department, public international law section, dealing with 
law of the sea, delimitation of maritime areas, the Arctic, Antarctica. Took part 
in the UNCTAD conference that elaborated the convention on the registration 
of ships, IMO conference on the civil liability for oil & hazardous substances 
pollution damage, Soviet-British talks on bilateral maritime trade treaty, sessions 
of Commission on Antarctic Marine Living Resources, talks on delimitation of 
maritime boundaries with USA, Sweden, Norway, North Korea, Finland and 
Rumania; the Special Antarctic Consultative Meeting on Antarctic mineral 
resources, regular Antarctic consultative meetings, bilateral US-Soviet and UK-
Soviet consultations on the law of the sea, UNEP conference on international 
convention on international trade in dangerous substances. Prepared first 
drafts of Soviet decrees on EEZ, continental shelf and the International Seabed 
Area. Took part in preparation of the first generation of Soviet BITs. 1989-
1994: posted to the Soviet (Russian) embassy in Madrid, Spain. After 1994: 
private law practice in Moscow, Russia. Managing partner of “Gladyshev 
and partners” AB. Represented foreign investors (Procter and Gamble in 
approx. 200 cases, PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Bristol Myers Squibb, Asahi 
Glass Company, etc) in civil, tax, customs, currency control domestic cases. 
Acted as a counsel in a number of international commercial and investment 
arbitrations. Expert-witness on Russian law in a number of commercial and 
investment arbitrations, including the ECT case of Yukos shareholders v. the 
Russian Federation. Expert witness on Russian law in approx. 50 cases in the 
courts of the UK, the USA, the Netherlands, Cyprus, New Zealand, Austria, 
Sweden, Ireland, BVI, Cayman Islands. Member of Russian Chamber of the 
Advocates. Russian degree of Doctor of Law (International Law) (Kandidat 
yuridicheskikh nauk). Currently practices in London, UK.
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Wasiq Abass 
Wasiq Abass is an S.J.D. (Doctoral) candidate at the Central European 
University, Budapest. He is writing his doctoral dissertation on issues related 
to Public Policy exception in International Commercial Arbitration. Before 
joining Central European University in 2015, he practised law in the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir, India. Wasiq holds a Bachelor of laws degree 
(B.S.L.- LL.B.) from University of Pune, India (2010), and a Master of Laws in 
International Law (LL.M.) from South Asian University, Delhi, India (2014). In 
2017 (June-September), as Central European University’s Global Teaching 
Fellow, he introduced courses on International Commercial Arbitration and 
International Investment Law, at the University of Yangon, Myanmar. He 
was a visiting scholar at the Cornell Law School, New York, during the Fall 
semester of 2017.The research areas that interest him include International 
Commercial Arbitration, Investment Laws and Investment Arbitration, 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, Bankruptcy Law, Secured Transactions Law, 
Private International Law, and certain areas of Public International Law.

Yannik Radi 
Prof. Dr. Yannick Radi is Professor of international law at the University of 
Louvain (UCLouvain) and a Consultant in international law. His areas of 
expertise include international arbitration, the law of treaties, the law of State 
responsibility, business and human rights, sustainable development and 
international investment law. He has developed a cutting-edge expertise in 
the interplay between international investment law and other international 
law regimes, e.g. EU law, environmental law, human rights law, the law of 
armed conflicts and cultural heritage. Yannick has written on a wide range 
of topics in these areas. He is notably the author of a forthcoming textbook 
on international investment law and arbitration published by Cambridge 
University Press. He is also Editor-in-Chief of the Brill Research Perspectives 
in International Legal Theory and Practice and a member of various 
international scientific committees and research projects, in particular the 
International Committee of the International Law Association on the ‘Rule of 
Law and International Investment Law’. Yannick holds a Ph.D. and an LL.M. 
from the European University Institute. He also holds an LL.M. in international 
law from the University Paris II Panthéon-Assas where he specialised in 
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