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of privacy, says Jodo Gongalves Asguncio, a Senior
Associate at Abreu Advogados. “The responses of the
%udge will be very important from the paint of view of
ndividual users of data and their right to privacy.”

The ‘Cookies” Laws continue bo raise issues as
companies must oblain users’ prior consent to the use
of cookies and similar technologies that collect personal
data through websites. The laws are unclear as to actual
implementation, say Llawyers, and operators are mone
aware of the importance of data compliance, protection
and breaches - fines can reach up to €5m.

The fast rate of adaption of cloud computin
demonstrates the importance of this new soluton, say
lawvyers, pmmplin% a need for companies o review
{ their systems, thi r:a:\a rgr provider contracts and

security solutions. Cloud computing is liable to generate
significant economic benefits for its users, since there are
no installation costs but only ona pay-as-you-use basis
which reduces economic risk, but raises several issues
and concemes regarding data protection, says Leanor
Chastre, Head of IF, Media and IT at Cuatrecasas,
Congalves Pereira, Portugal. "The proliferation of
this technology represents a challenge in terms of
data protection, due to the risks associated with the
lack of controd over the data and the lack of sufficient
information on how, where and by whom the data is
processed.”

The future creation of a unified patent system in the
ELI, with the Unified Patent Court, will also represent
anew challenge and a new area of business for legal
firms, says Vera Licia Madeira, Head of TMT at Raposo
Bernardo. The rules, due to come into force in January
2014, aim to reduce costs by approximately B0 percent,
say lawyers, provide uniform EU-wide protection, and
make the EU more competitive with junisdictions such

e —

The new ‘super regulator’

B &€ Handiing data breaches and cyber security

| are among the biggest issues, not only for telecom
Ccperalors and companies operating online but

for any corporation, as IT is at the heart of the

| operations of most of these organisations. 99
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as China and the L5,

The Spanish Government
has also proposed reforms o
its I Law Lo adapt it to recent
changes in business models
and in the services demanded
by users "It is necesgary
o introduce measures o
encourage the generation of
“lawrtul’ content,” says Rafael
Carcia del Pove, Partmer in the
Digital Business Department
at Osborne Clarke Spain, “as only by developing legal
meagures related to the mana tof the so-called
‘prvate copying’, the establishment of anti-piracy
measures, or addressing @ more detailed regulation
on rights managerment entities can we uﬁain in
& posihion to -:J:lmgete with the industries of ather
countries in a globalised ecamomy”,

Competitive advantages
TMT's principal role for clients is to take advantage of
cost efficiencies and reduce company infrastructure
cosls, increage competitiveness, ease access o users and
faster manage customer relations through social media
resources and improve productivity and immediateness,
explains Heckh at Deloitte Abogados.

awyers believe we are on the verge of an industrial
revolution, given all the new Kmduﬁﬁ and technologies
that are flooding the market, And as we rapidly move
towards an Internet-based economy, TMT plays a
fundamental role in the innovation and growth of any
business.

From e-health, e-payments and mobile applications to
entire factories and industrial processes being controlled
via iPads, ablets or even smartphones - the sky’s the
limit when it comes to the possibilities for businesses.

TMT now provides unprecedented levels of
business acumen to [T-savvy small and individual
entrepreneurs, says Luis Manuel Garcia, Corporate
Partner at Lupicinio A hﬂFadm International Attorneys.
“They can use tools that large corporations would have
only dreamed of a few years ago, at very affordable
prices. And new technologies and tools seem to be
appearing every day, for example, the possibilities
enabled by Google Glass - like products or by 3D

assumas and how these will be

developed.
The common cancams are the

in Spain, a key develogmant

i= ihe Mcent unification of the
Eslecommunicaticns, enangy and
compatition regulatars under the
HMational Markels and Compalition
Commission (CHMG), explaina
Javies Aparicio, a TMT Farner al
Cuatrecasas, Gongalves Pereira,
hdadrid.

And the el challange ia 10 saa
haw he nesw CRME will work, and
ihe hopa is that the union wanT cause
any dalays or Imsrruptions to the
| raquistor’s curranl work,

“Tha transition sesms o have
| been carried cul Quits Emoathly,” says

Palama Bru Arcae, Of Coungal and Head
of Government Reguiation (TMT) at
Jorss Day, Madrid, Showsver, we feel
thet there is a risk that the way the
diferent bodies are managed will msean
some cha In the crilefia aaplied
that could thi warkings of tha
VEMOUS bodies.”

“The ELl wanied & mora indepeandant
ragulator in Spain,” sdde Tarre de Siva
ak CME Albitana & Sudrez de Lazo,
Ut whd we hawe done with tha naw
Supes Regulator i5 guile the opposibe”.
Lawyars agraa that thare is a great deal
of uncerainty among clents regarding
this new regulstar, the functions it

prestailing crftera within the new
Regulatory Body — effactive reguiation
and falr compatiton, aays Joséd
Rambn & Hoces, & Pardnar at Parez-
Liaica, a8 well as the destribution
of powers batwesan the vanous
Governmental TMT Minislrias and Ha
nmaw CHMC.

The creafion of tha CNMC hae
created buge expaciations in the lzgal
BEChar.

Howaver, il ramains bo be sean
how extsclly it deals with the differen
TMT sectors, pariculanty telecams
and medla, concludes Airhoa Veiga, a
Partner at Aracz & Rueda,
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