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[INTRODUCTORY NOTE]

i P2

AMBASSADORIAL REFLECTIONS

By Clifford J. Hendel

Last year, 1 agreed to serve as Spanish

“Ambassador” to YAR. As such, I authored the

Introductory Note to issue n 8, a reflection on
the position of and prospects for arbitration and ADR in Iberia
entitled “Confidence/Confidence — Reflections on Alternate Dispute
Resolution in Iberia (From the Other Side of Under 40)”.

My tenure as Ambassador has been, let's say, uneventful:
on the one hand, I have enjoyed few (actually, none) of the
ceremonial frills or in-kind emoluments that one typically
associates with the ambassadorial function; but on the other, I
have not had to discharge any typically ambassadorial duties of
representation (indeed, I have had no duties at all, other than
renewing my annual subscription when it expired). So, neither
football viewed from the luxury boxes of the Santiago Bernabeu
nor shaking of endless hands at tedious official events. All in
all, a satisfactory, essentially honorific arrangement.

Or so I thought. Because two business days before this
issue (n® 15) was to be sent to print, I was invited to write
this Introductory Note. Unable to think of a good reason to

decline the invitation, I accepted (as gladly, and as resignedly,
as any ambassador would accept a similar invitation from his
head of state). I suppose | was relying (as any lawyer would)
on the infallibility of celebrated American conductor Leonard
Bernstein’s keen observation that “To achieve great things, two

things are needed: a plan, and not enough time".

So there I was: not enough time... but no plan at alll
Greatness a la Bernstein's observation would have to wait.
(Surely José Miguel Jadice and Virginia Allan had the good
fortune of having big plans and little time when they prepared
their respective Introductory Notes to recent issues of YAR, n.%
10 and 9, respectively, two jewels I would heartily recommend
to any reader who has not seen them previously).

But who said the Introductory Note must be a great
thing? Isn’t the truly great thing the very existence of YAR, the
size and enthusiasm of its readership, the quality and diversity
of its authors from issue to issue, and their enthusiasm for
advancing the cause of international dispute resolution globally,
all as exemplified in the contents of this issue?
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Take a look at the authors of the articles that follow
(all, or almost all, of whom of Generation “Y", i.e., under 40),
and the varied and timely subjects which they are addressing:
Islamic finance and arbitration; Brazil and the Washington
Convention; mediation in Europe; recent trends in England on
escalation clauses, institutional rule changes at the LCIA...

Take a step back and think about where international
arbitration was a generation ago and where it is today. Is there
any area of law or legal practice (or indeed, of professional
practice or business or non-business endeavor generally) which
today brings together a more varied and more talented group of
young professionals than international dispute resolution? Not
that I know of. Is there any area of legal practice more enticing
today to law students or entry level practitioners? Not that I
know of. Is there any area of law or legal practice today in which
the “under 40" movement has so successfully and prolifically
mushroomed in recent years, creating a broader, more diverse
leadership base for the future? Not that I know of.

Take a look at the future and think about where
international dispute resolution might be a generation from now:
in a world which continues to flatten and globalize, in which
physical, legal and cultural borders, boundaries and differences
are increasingly irrelevant, and in which hyper-connectivity
requires increased international and cross-cultural competence
and competitiveness. Is there any group better situated to create
and promote a global culture of effective, efficient and peaceful
resolution of international disputes than young practitioners in
the area today? Not that I can think of. Is there any group better
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situated to be the most effective “ambassadors” of this change
than the readers of these pages? Not that I can think of.

This is the privilege of being a YAR Ambassador: to
witness (albeit from the other side of under-40), and to the
extent of one’s ability, to stimulate and foster the truly “great
thing” that is celebrated in these pages, issue after issue, i.e.,
the growth of a global group of up-and-coming practitioners
with a common commitment to effective resolution of disputes,
a common curiosity to learn and develop best practices in the
area, and a common goal to help dispute resolution give way
increasingly to dispute avoidance.

In the end, returning to Bernstein, there is a plan. Its
fruits are in your hands, or on your computer screen. In the
end, the privilege of sharing these lines with you has been
more satisfying than a couple of hours at the Bernabeu, and
the task of preparing them far less onerous than a handshaking
marathon at a public ceremony of one sort or another.

Congratulations to all, keep up the good work and the
great things — in terms of professional growth and the confidence
that derives from helping clients keep their principal focus on
their business — will continue to come! This ambassadorship
isn't so bad after all....

Clifford ]. Hendel

Note: Since this column is being submitted very close to printing, maybe the following quote of Abe Lincoln’s will sneak past the editors
and strike a chord with both the under-40 reader and with readers on the other side of under-40: “In the end, it’s not the years in your

life that count. It’s the life in your years”.
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